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DECREE NO. 131
PREAMBLE

We, the representatives elected by the sovereitjofthe Honduran people, meeting in the
National Constituent Assembly, invoking the proi@ttof God and the example of our
founding fathers, placing our faith in the restamatof the Central American union and
faithfully interpreting the aspirations of the pémpho conferred upon us their mandate,
hereby decree and sanction this Constitution $0 agsengthen and perpetuate a rule of law
which ensures a politically, economically and sligiaist society which affirms our
nationality and establishes the conditions forfthlerealization of man as a human being,
within a context of justice, liberty, security, Bilty, pluralism, peace, representative
democracy and the common good.

CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC



TITLE |
THE STATE

CHAPTER |
The Organization of the State

Article 1

Honduras is a State of law, sovereign, constitaged free, democratic and independent
republic to ensure its inhabitants the enjoymenustice, liberty, culture, and social and
economic well-being.

Article 2

Sovereignty corresponds to the people, from whorarextes all the powers of the State,
which are exercised through representation.

The supplanting of popular sovereignty and the pisgrof the constituted powers shall be
considered crimes of treason against the FatherR@esponsibility in these cases shall be
imprescriptible and an action may be initiated oy tompetent organ on its own motion or
by petition of any citizen.

Article 3

No one owes obedience to a usurping governmernbrtbose who assume office or public
service by force of arms or by using means or hoEs which violate or ignore the
provisions established by this Constitution anceotaws. The acts adopted by such
authorities are null. The people have the righegwort to insurrection in defense of the
constitutional order.

Article 4

The form of government is republican, democratid sepresentative. It is exercised by three
powers: Legislative, Executive and Judicial, whach complementary, independent, and not
subordinate to each other.

Alternation in the exercise of the Presidency ef Republic is obligatory.

Violation of this norm constitutes a crime of treasagainst the Fatherland.

Article 5

The government must be founded on the principlgenfiocratic participation from which
stems national integration. This implies particaty all political sectors in public
administration, in order to ensure and strengtherptogress of Honduras, based upon

political stability and national conciliation.

Article 6



The official language of Honduras is Spanish. TtegeSshall protect its purity and increase
its learning.

Article 7

The national symbols are: the flag, the coat ofsaarmd the national anthem.

The law shall establish their characteristics drallsegulate their use.

Article 8

The cities of Tegucigalpa and Comayaguela, joirhnstitute the capital of the Republic.

CHAPTER Il
The Territory

Article 9

The territory of Honduras is situated between theifie and Atlantic Oceans and the
republics of Guatemala, El Salvador and Nicarajasdoundaries with these republic are:

1. With the Republic of Guatemala, those estabtidhethe arbitral award issued in
Washington, D.C., United States of America, on dayn23, 1933.

2. With the Republic of Nicaragua, those estabtigyethe Mixed Honduran-Nicaraguan
Boundary Commission, in 1900 and 1901, accordirtgealescription of the first section of
the dividing line, contained in the second actwfe)12, 1900, and in later acts, to Portillo de
Teotecacinte, and from that place to the Atlantie&n, in accordance with the arbitral award
handed down by His Majesty the King of Spain, A§orXIIl, on December 23, 1906, and
declared valid by the International Court of Justt November 18, 1960.

3. With the Republic of El Salvador, those est&lgdsin Articles 16 and 17 of the General
Peace Treaty signed in Lima, Peru, on October 380,lwhose instruments of ratification
were exchanged in Tegucigalpa, Central Districihéioas, on December 10, 1980. In the
sections pending delimitation the provisions of pleetinent articles of the above-mentioned
Treaty shall be applied.

Article 10

The territories located on the mainland withintésitorial limits, its inland waters and its
islands, islets, and the cays in the Gulf of Foasekich historically, geographically and
legally belong to it, are part of Honduras. SotageBay Islands, the Swan Islands, also
known as Santanilla or Santillana, Viciosas, Mist&s; and the cays Zapotillos, Cochinos,
Vivorillos, Seal or Foca (or Becerro), Caratascajo@es or Hobbies, Mayores de Cabo Falso,
Cocorocuma, Palo e Campeche, Los Bajos PichonatigNlena, Gorda and Los Bancos
Salmedina, Providencia, De Coral, Cabo Falso, Rakabnd Serranilla, and all others
located in the Atlantic that historically, geogragaily and juridically belong to it.

The Gulf of Fonseca may be put under a speciatmegi



Article 11
The following also belong to the State of Honduras.

1. The territorial sea to a distance of twelve talimiles, measured from the baseline of the
lowest tide along the entire coast;

2. The zone contiguous to its territorial sea, whegtends up to twenty-four nautical miles,
measured from the baseline from which the breafitheoterritorial sea is measured;

3. The exclusive economic zone, which extends wpdistance of two hundred nautical
miles, measured from the baseline from which tleadhth of the territorial sea is measured,;

4. The continental shelf, which includes the bed e subsoil of the submarine platform,
which extends beyond its territorial sea and alibregentire length of the natural extension of
its territory to the outer limits of its continehtaorder, or instead to a distance of two hundred
nautical miles from the baseline from which thedoitl of the territorial sea is measured in
those cases in which the outer limits of the canttal border does not reach that distance;
and

5. Concerning the Pacific Ocean, the previous nreasshall be taken from the line of the
closure of the mouth of the Gulf of Fonseca, ouhthigh seas.

Article 12

The State exercises sovereignty and jurisdicticer tive air space, and the subsoil of its
continental and insular territory, its territorgda, its contiguous zone, its exclusive economic
zone, and its continental shelf.

This declaration of sovereignty does not ignoreilamntegitimate rights of other States on a
basis of reciprocity, and it neither affects thghts of free navigation of all nations, in
accordance with international law, nor compliangéhwhose treaties or conventions ratified
by the Republic.

Article 13

In those cases referred to in the preceding astithee domain of the State is inalienable and
imprescriptible.

Article 14

Foreign States may only acquire, in the territdrthe Republic, on a basis of reciprocity,
such real estate as may be necessary for thefgbairadiplomatic mission, without prejudice
to the provisions of international treaties.

CHAPTER 1lI
Treaties

Article 15



Honduras supports the principles and practicestefmational law, that promote the
solidarity and self-determination of peoples, ntgivention and the strengthening of
universal peace and democracy.

Honduras proclaims as ineludible the validity abtigatory execution of arbitral and judicial
awards of an international character.

Article 16

All international treaties must be approved byNaional Congress before their ratification
by the Executive Power.

International treaties entered into by Honduras wiher States form part of the domestic law
as soon as they enter into force.

Article 17

When an international treaty affects a constitwlgrrovision, it must be approved through
the same procedure that governs reform of the @otish before being ratified by the
Executive Power.

Article 18
In case of conflict between the treaty or convantand the Law, the former shall prevail.
Article 19

No authority may enter into or ratify treaties oamt concessions that damdbtgsionen]the
territorial integrity, the sovereignty or the indglence of the Republic.

Anyone who does so shall be tried for the crim&gedson to the Fatherland. Responsibility in
such a case is imprescriptible.

Article 20

Any treaty or convention entered into by the ExeeuPower, relating to the national
territory, shall require approval by the Nationalm@ress by a vote of not less than three-
fourths of the total of its members.

Article 21

The Executive Power may, in matters of its exclesiempetence, enter into, or ratify or
adhere to international conventions with foreigatess or international organizations without
the previous requirement of approval by congresmmnwit must inform immediately.

TITLE Il
NATIONALITY AND CITIZENSHIP

CHAPTER |
Hondurans



Article 22

Honduran nationality is acquired by birth or byuratization.
Article 23

The following are Hondurans by birth:

1. Those born within the national territory wittetexception of the children of diplomatic
agents;

2. Those born abroad of a Honduran father or mdifdairth;

3. Those born on board Honduran vessels or airafafr, and those born on merchant
vessels while they are in Honduran territorial wsiteand

4. The infant of unknown parents found on the teryiof Honduras.
Article 24

The following are Honduran by naturalization:

1. Central Americans by birth who have residech@adountry for one year;

2. Spaniards and Ibero-Americans by birth who tragaled in the country two consecutive
years;

3. Those other foreigners who have resided in ¢ttty more than three consecutive years;

4. Those who have obtained naturalization papersedd by the National Congress for
extraordinary services rendered to Honduras;

5. Those immigrants that formed part of selectedigs brought in by the government for
scientific, agricultural or industrial purposes,adifter one year of residence in the country
fulfill the requirements of the Law; and

6. The foreign person married to a Honduran bynbirt

In the cases referred to numbers 1, 2, 3, 5, atfte@pplicant must previously renounce his
nationality and indicate his desire to obtain Hawadunationality before the competent
authority.

Where there exists a treaty on dual nationality,Hlonduran seeking to obtain foreign
nationality shall not lose his Honduran [nationdlit

In equal circumstances, the foreigner shall natlogiired to renounce his nationality of
origin.

Article 25



While he resides in the territory of Honduras, manHuran by birth may invoke any distinct
nationality from Honduran.

Article 26

No naturalized Honduran may hold in his countrpegin official functions in representation
of Honduras.

Article 27

Neither marriage nor its dissolution shall afféwt hationality of the spouses or their children.
Article 28

Honduran nationality is lost:

1. By naturalization in a foreign country; and

2. By cancellation of the naturalization paperadgoordance with the Law.

Article 29

Honduran nationality by birth is recovered whenpkeeson who had lost it becomes
domiciled in the territory of the Republic and deels his intention to recover it.

CHAPTER I
Foreigners

Article 30

Foreigners are obligated from the time they eriterNational territory to respect the
authorities and comply with the laws.

Article 31

Foreigners enjoy all of the same civil rights ofrtdarans with the restrictions established by
the laws for qualified reasons of public policycety, national interest or convenience.

Foreigners are also subject to the same ordinafeatmaordinary taxes of a general character
to which Hondurans are obligated, in accordanch thi¢ Law.

Article 32

Foreigners may not engage in political activitiésational or international character in the
country, under penalty under penalty of the sanstia accordance with the Law.

Article 33

Foreigners may not file claims nor demand indemoitsiny kind from the State, except in
the form and in the cases in which Hondurans masodo



They may not resort to diplomatic channels excepiises of denial of justice. For such
purposes a decision that is unfavorable to thenaat is not to be taken as a denigration of
justice. Persons who contravene this provisionl $bse their right to reside in the country.
Article 34

Within the limits established by the Law, foreignenay only hold positions in teaching the
sciences and the arts or render technical or agvssvices to the State, when there are no
Hondurans who can fill these positions or rendehservices.

Article 35

Immigration shall be conditioned by the social,ificdl, economic, and demographic interests
of the country.

The Law shall establish the requirements, quotdscanditions for the entrance of
immigrants into the country, as well as the praivbis, limitations and penalties to which
foreigners shall be subject.

CHAPTER Il
Citizens

Article 36

All Hondurans over eighteen years of age are ciize

Article 37

The following are rights of citizens:

1. To vote and be elected;

2. To be a candidate for public office;

3. To form political parties; to join or renouncembership from them; and
4. Those others recognized by this Constitutiontaedaws.

Citizens on active duty in the Armed Forces andu8gcForces of the State may not exercise
suffrage, but may be elected to office in casegnaitibited by law.

Article 38

Every Honduran is obligated to defend the Fathélémrespect the authorities and to
contribute to the moral and material sustenancbkeohation.

Article 39

Every Honduran must be registered in the Natioregifry of Persons.



Article 40

The following are duties of citizens:

1. To obey, defend, and observe compliance witlCirestitution and the laws;
2. To obtain an Identity Card;

3. To exercise suffrage;

4. To discharge, except when excused or upon rasgnfor justified cause, the duties of
popularly elected office;

5. To render military service; and

6. The others established by the Constitution hedaws.

Article 41

Citizenship is suspended:

1. By commitment to jail decreed for a felony;

2. By a firm condemnatory sentence, dictated faiseaof crimes; and

3. By judicial interdiction.

Article 42

Citizenship is lost:

1. For rendering service in time of war to enenoielonduras or to their allies;

2. For aiding, against the State of Honduras, eidoer or foreign government in any
diplomatic claim to or before an international tniial;

3. For holding employment in the country, withoetmission of the National Congress, of a
military or political character for a foreign natio

4. For restricting the right of suffrage, falsifgielectoral documents, or using fraudulent
means to defeat the popular will;

5. For inciting, promoting, or abetting the contation in office or the reelection of the
President of the Republic; and

6. In the case of naturalized Hondurans, for regidiutside the country for more than two
consecutive years without prior authorization bs Hxecutive Power.

In the cases referred to by numbers (1) and (8)d#claration of the loss of citizenship shall
be made by the National Congress on the detailmmaerepared for such a case. For the



cases of numbers (3) and (6), the declaration beathade by the Executive Power through a
governmental resolution; and for cases (4) andh@)Yeclaration shall also be made by a
governmental resolution, based on a prior condeonmpaentence dictated by the competent
tribunals.

Article 43

Citizenship is restored:

1. By confirmed dismissal of the charges.

2. By final judgment of acquittal;

3. By amnesty or by pardon; and

4. By serving the sentence.

CHAPTER IV
Suffrage and Political Parties

Article 44

Suffrage is a right and a public function.

The vote is universal, obligatory, egalitarianedir free and secret.
Article 45

Every act whereby participation of the citizenhe political life of the country is prohibited
or limited is declared punishable.

Article 46

The system of proportional or majority representain those cases determined by Law shall
be adopted to declare elected for service thoséidates chosen by popular election.

Article 47

Legally registered political parties are instituisoof public law, whose existence and free
functioning are guaranteed by this Constitution #r@Law, in order to achieve the effective
political participation of the citizens.

Article 48

Attempts against the republican, democratic antesgmtative system of government by
political parties is prohibited.

Article 49



The State shall contribute to financing the outlgystos] of the political parties, in
accordance with the Law.

Article 50

Political parties may not receive contributionsaobsidies from foreign governments,
organizations, or institutions.

CHAPTER V
Electoral Function

Article 51

There shall be a National Tribunal of Electionsémdle all matters relating to electoral acts
and procedures, autonomous and independent, wisldiction and competence throughout
the Republic, whose organization and functioningjldte established by this Constitution and
the Law, which will also determine equally the reegtrelating to the other electoral
organisms.

Article 52

The composition of the National Tribunal of Elecisoshall be determined by appointment by
the Executive Power through the Secretary of thee@onent and Justice, in the following
manner:

1. One principal member and one alternate propbgélde Supreme Court of Justice.

2. One principal and one alternate proposed by efttte legally registered political parties.

If due to a change of the number of parties withright to propose a member for the
National Tribunal of Elections, the full body isnsiituted by an even number, the Executive
Power, upon the prior designation by the Supremat@d Justice, shall immediately appoint
an additional member, in such a way that the tftéhe numbers shall always remain uneven.

Article 53

The Presidency of the National Tribunal of Electsiovill be exercised for one year, in
rotating form, by each of the principal memberg tttanpose it.

Article 54

The National Registry of Persons as an organ oSthee is hereby created, with its seat
located in the capital of the Republic, jurisdiatiover all the national territory, [a]
dependency of the National Tribunal of Electionkjal shall appoint its Director and Sub-
Director.

Article 55

In addition to the functions determined by the $sddcaw, the National Registry of Persons
shall be the state organism in charge of the Gedjistry, of issuing the exclusive Identity



Cards to all Hondurans, and of preparing ex offamal in exclusive form the National
Electoral Census.

Article 56

The National Electoral Census is public, permaremd, unalterable. The registration of
citizens, as well as modifications due to deatlahge of address, suspension, loss or
restoration of citizenship, shall be made withie time and with the modalities determined
by the Law.

Article 57

Penal action for electoral offenses establishethby.aw is public and prescribes in four
years.

Article 58

The ordinary justice, without distinction of coynigll deal with electoral crimes and
misdemeanorfaltas].

TITLE 1
DECLARATIONS, RIGHTS, AND GUARANTEES

CHAPTER |
Declarations

Article 59

The human person is the supreme end of societpfigé State. Everyone has the obligation
to respect and protect the person.

The dignity of the human being is inviolable.
Article 60

All men are born free and equal in rights. Theeerar privileged classes in Honduras. All
Hondurans are equal before the law.

All forms of discrimination on account of sex, rackss, or any other reason prejudicial to
human dignity shall be punishable.

The law shall establish the crimes and penaltiesitdators of this provision.
Article 61

The Constitution guarantees to all Hondurans aridragners residing in the country the
right to the inviolability of life, and to individal safety, freedom, equality before the law, and

property.

Article 62



The rights of every man are limited by the righitalbothers, by collective security, and by
the just demands of the general welfare and dertioctavelopment.

Article 63

The declarations, rights and guarantees enumerratbs Constitution shall not be construed
as a denial of other declarations, rights and gueaes not specified that spring from the
national sovereignty, from the democratic and regméative form of government, and from
the dignity of man.

Article 64

Laws and governmental provisions or any other ions that regulate the exercise of
declarations, rights and guarantees recognizedibyConstitution shall not be enforced if
they diminish, restrict, or evade such rights andrgntees.

CHAPTER Il
Individual Rights

Article 65

The right to life is inviolable.
Article 66

The death penalty is abolished.
Article 67

The unborn shall be considered as born for alltsigiccorded within the limits established by
law.

Article 68
Every person has the right to have his physicahtaleand moral integrity respected.

No one shall be subjected to torture, or to crméluman, or degrading punishment or
treatment.

Every person deprived of his liberty shall be teeatvith respect for the inherent dignity of
the human person.

Article 69

Personal freedom is inviolable and may be resttiotetemporarily suspended only according
to law.

Article 70



All Hondurans have the right to do that which i$ harmful to others; likewise, no one shall
be obliged to do that which is not legally presedmor shall be prevented from doing that
which the Law does not prohibit.

No one may take justice into his own hands, nor@se violence to claim his rights.

No personal service may be exacted, nor mustrieébeered gratuitously, except by virtue of
the Law or by a sentence based on the Law.

Article 71

No one may be detained nor held incommunicadooiogér than twenty-four hours, without
being placed at the disposal of the competent aititrgofor trial.

Judicial detention for investigation may not exceeddays from the moment of such
detention.

Article 72

Expression of thought shall be free, and may beesged through any means of
dissemination, without prior censorship. Those w&hase this right, and those who by direct
or indirect methods restrict or limit the communica and circulation of ideas and opinions
shall be liable before the law.

Article 73

Printing shops, radio broadcasting, television@tat and any other means of broadcast and
dissemination of information, as well as their maehy and equipment, may not be seized or
confiscated nor may their work be closed down termupted by reason of an offense or
misdemeanor relating to the dissemination of thtsighd ideas, without prejudice to the
liabilities incurred by these reasons in accordawitie the law.

No enterprise for the dissemination of thought meeive subsidies from foreign
governments or political parties. The Law shalabBsh the corresponding penalty for
violations of this provision.

The control of newspapers, of radio, and televisiewscasts, and the intellectual, political
and administrative orientation thereof shall bereised exclusively by Hondurans by birth.

Article 74

The right to freedom of thought and expression m@ybe restricted by indirect means, such
as the abuse of government or private controls pgessprint, radio broadcasting frequencies,
or equipment used in the dissemination of infororati

Article 75

The law which regulates the expression of thouglaty establish prior censorship to protect

the ethical and cultural values of the societywal as the rights of persons, especially those
of childhood, adolescence and youth.



The commercial advertising of alcoholic beveragestabacco consumption shall be
regulated by law.

Article 76

The right to honor, to personal privacy, to a fggénd to one’s dignitjpropia imagen)is
guaranteed.

Article 77

The free exercise of all religions and cults isrgnéeed without preeminence, provided they
do not violate the law and public policy.

Ministers of the various religions may not hold jicibffice or engage in any form of
political propaganda, invoking religious motives @ a means to such end, thus taking
advantage of the religious beliefs of the people.

Article 78

Freedom of association and assembly is guaranteedlpd its exercise is not contrary to the
public policy or to good morals.

Article 79
Everyone has the right of peaceful assembly, witloms, in a public demonstration or
temporary assembly, in connection with their comnmbarests of whatever nature, without

the need of notice or special permission.

Outdoor meetings and those of a political charati@y be subject to a regime of special
permission, with the sole purpose of ensuring puiider.

Article 80

Every person or association of persons has thé tagbresent petitions to the authorities, for
reasons of either particular or general interasl, ta obtain a prompt reply within the legal
time.

Article 81

Every person has the right to circulate freely witthe national territory, as well as leave,
enter and remain in it.

No one may be obligated to change his domicileesidence, except in special cases and in
accordance with the Law.

Article 82

The right of defense is inviolable.



The inhabitants of the Republic have free accefisetdribunals for the exercise of their
actions in accordance with the laws.

Article 83

The State shall appoint procurators to defend emtigjand to protect the persons and interests
of minors and the incapacitated. They shall gigal@ssistance to them and represent them
judicially in defense of their individual libertynd other rights.

Article 84

No one may be arrested or detained except by vaft@aewritten mandate from a competent
authority, issued in accordance with the legal fities and for reasons previously

established in the Law.

Notwithstanding, a person in flagrante delicto rhayapprehended by any person, for the sole
purpose of being handed over to the authority.

The arrested or detained must be informed upostaared with total clarity of his rights and
the charges against him; and furthermore, the atigfeomust permit him to report his
detention to a relative or to a person of his choic

Article 85

No one may be detained or imprisoned in places dtia@ those established by the Law.

Article 86

Any persons subject to criminal prosecution shettiile in detention, have the right to be
segregated from convicted persons.

Article 87

Prisons are establishments for security and sdei@nse. They shall be used in an effort to
bring about the social rehabilitation of prisonensd their training for work.

Article 88

Duress or coercion of any type to obtain confessiare absolutely forbidden.

No one may be obligated, in penal, disciplinarpolice matters, to testify against himself,
against his spouse or household companion, nonstdas relatives within the fourth degree
of consanguinity or second degree of affinity.

Testimony given only in the presence of competedg¢ shall be valid evidence.

Testimony obtained in violation of any of theseyps®ns shall be null, and those responsible
shall incur the penalties established by Law.

Article 89



Every person shall be presumed innocent so logsaguilt has not been proven according to
law.

Article 90

No person may be tried except by a competent jodgeébunal, with the formalities, rights
and guarantees established by the Law.

Military courts are recognized for crimes and miséanorgfaltas] of a military order.
Military tribunals may in no case extend their ggliction to persons who are not on active
duty with the Armed Forces;

Article 91

If an crime or misdemeanor of a military order impates a civilian or a discharged soldier,
the case shall be tried by the competent authofitlie regular courts.

Article 92

No formal charges shall be brought except wheragwesd upon convincing evidence that a
crime or mere offense punishable by deprivatiohbafity has been committed, and without
reasonable indication of who the perpetrator is.

Arraignments shall be made in the same manner.

Article 93

No one may be committed to jail, even by a bilirafictment, nor detailed therein, if he
furnished sufficient bail in accordance with thenLa

Article 94

No one may be punished without having been healtccanvicted in a trial, and without final
sentence executed by a Judge or competent authority

In cases of contempt of court, and other measurasionilar nature in civil or labor matters,
as well as in cases involving fines or arrest ihicganatters, the defendant shall always be
heard.

Article 95

No person shall be punished with penalty not presipestablished by the Law, nor be tried a
second time for the same punishable acts for waipfrevious trial was held.

Article 96

No law has retroactive effect, except in criminattars when the new law favors the
defendant.

Article 97



Perpetual, infamous, proscriptive and confiscapugishment is forbidden.

Sentences to imprisonment may not exceed twentyg yeal those accumulated for several
crimes may not exceed thirty years.

Article 98

No person may be detained, arrested or imprisooredebts or obligations which do not arise
from crimes or offensdgaltas].

Article 99

The domicile is inviolable. No entrance or searcyrne made without the consent of the
occupant or without order from a competent autlioNievertheless, it may be searched, in
case of urgency, to prevent the commission or intpur crimes, or to avoid grave injury to
the person or to the property.

Except in cases of urgency, search of the homenuobiake place between seven o’clock in
the evening and six o’clock in the morning, withaurring responsibility.

The Law shall determine the requirements and fatiegalregarding the manner in which the
entrance, inspection or search may be carriedasutell as the responsibilities that may be
incurred by the authority carrying it out.

Article 100

Every person has the right to the inviolability as&trecy of correspondence, especially mail,
telegrams and telephone, except by judicial order.

Books and papefsomprobantesjof merchants and their personal documents shaubpgct
only to inspection and supervision by the compegerthority, in accordance with the Law.

The correspondence, books, papers and documeetsekfo in this article, that are violated
or seized, shall not serve as evidence in a trial.

In any case, the secrecy of strictly private mattenich have no bearing on the matter of the
action taken shall be maintained.

Article 101
Honduras recognizes the right of asylum in the fard conditions established by law.

When asylum is revoked or denied in accordance tgHaw, in no case shall the persecuted
or the asylee be expelled to the territory of theeSthat may claim him.

The State shall not authorize the extradition e§pes accused of committing political crimes
or related common offenses.

Article 102



No Honduran may be expatriated nor handed ovdra@tthorities of a foreign State.
Article 103

The State recognizes, promotes and guaranteegititeree of private property in its
broadest concept as a social function and withaihér limitations than those established by
the Law for reasons of necessity or public interest

Article 104

The right to ownership shall not prejudge the righéminent domain of the State.
Article 105

Confiscation of property is prohibited.

Property may not be limited in any form for reasofpolitical crimes.

The right to recover confiscated property is impriggible.

Article 106

No one may be deprived of his property except lagwoa of public necessity or interest
defined by the law or a decision based on Law,sdradl not take place without assessed prior
indemnification.

In the event of war or internal disordeonmocién] it is not necessary that the
indemnification be paid in advance; however, theesponding payment shall be made not
later than two years after the termination of ttaesof emergency.

Article 107

State lands, municipal lanflgidales],community property, or private property located in
zones adjacent to boundaries with neighboring stéad located along the shores of the two
oceans, to a width of forty kilometers towardsititerior of the country, and land situated on
islands, cays, reefs, cliffs, rocks, shoals and $smks may be acquired, possessed or
occupied under any title only by native-born Horathg, by companies composed entirely of
Honduran members, and by institutions of Stategupénalty of nullification of the
respective act or contract.

The acquisition of urban property, within the limméstablished in the previous paragraph,
shall be the object of a special legislation.

Registrars of property are prohibited from recogditocuments that violate this provision.
Article 108

Every author, inventor, producer or merchant skgjby the exclusive ownership of his work,
invention, trademark, or tradename, accordingwo la



Article 109
Taxes shall not be confiscatory.

No one shall be obliged to pay taxes and other stgp@hich are not legally decreed by the
National Congress in ordinary sessions.

No authority shall impose measures in contraventiahis provision without incurring the
responsibility established by the Law.

Article 110

No natural person who freely administers his properay be deprived of the right to
discharge his civil affairs by transaction or amddion.

CHAPTER llI
Social Rights

Article 111
The family, marriage, motherhood and childhooduarder the protection of the State.
Article 112

The right of a man and a woman to contract marriagecognized, as well as the legal
equality of spouses.

Only a civil marriage performed by competent otilsiand under the conditions established
by the Law is valid.

De facto union between persons having the legaagpto marry is recognized. The Law
shall indicate the conditions under which it staVe the effect of a civil marriage.

Article 113

Divorce as a means of dissolving the matrimoniaicois recognized.

The Law shall regulate the grounds for divorce i éffects.

Article 114

All children have the same rights and duties.

Qualifications concerning the nature of filiatiore anot recognized. No statement of any kind
as to differentiations in births or the maritaltstaof the parents shall be contained in any
birth registrations or in any document relatindiliation.

Article 115

Investigation of paternity is authorized. The pichaee shall be determined by the Law.



Article 116

The right of adoption is recognized. The Law shadjulate this institution.

Article 117

The aged merit the special protection of the State.

Article 118

The homestead shall be the subject of speciall$tigis designed to protect and further it.

CHAPTER IV
Rights of the Child

Article 119
The State has the duty to protect children.

Children shall enjoy the protection afforded tonthie international treaties which look after
their rights.

Child protection laws are matters of public poliapd the official establishments
[establecimientoskerving this purpose shall have the status obse@lfare centers.

Article 120

Physically or mentally handicapped minors, thos wbnormal behavior, orphans, and
abandoned children shall be subject to speciasligipn for their rehabilitation, supervision,
and protection as the case may be.

Article 121

Parents are under obligation to feed, assist, dadate their children during their minority,
and beyond in those cases established by law.

The State shall provide special protection for msnshose parents or guardians are
economically unable to do so, to provide for tlogire and education.

Under circumstances of equal qualifications, thesedy parents and guardians shall be given
preference in filling public positions.

Article 122

The Law shall establish the jurisdiction and thecsal tribunals which shall hear family and
juvenile matters.

No one under eighteen years of age shall be pedhtitt be confined in a jail or prison.

Article 123



All children shall enjoy the benefits of social saty and education.

Every child shall have the right to grow and depdlogood health, for whom special care
shall be given during the prenatal period, as nfackhe child as for the mother, both being
entitled to food, housing, education, recreatixereise and adequate medical services.
Article 124

Every child must be protected against every forml@Endonment, cruelty and exploitation.
No child shall be the object of any type of bondage

No child shall work before reaching an adequatamm age, nor shall he be permitted to
dedicate himself to any occupation or employmeat thay be prejudicial to his health,
education, or serve as an impediment to his phlysigantal, or moral development.

The use of minors by their parents or other persoanthe purpose of begging is prohibited.
The Law shall establish the applicable penaltiesfose who violate this provision.

Article 125

The communications media shall cooperate in theitigand education of children.

Article 126

Every child, regardless of circumstances, shalineng the first to receive aid, protection,
and assistance.

CHAPTER V
Labor

Article 127

Every person has the right to work under equitabie satisfactory working conditions, to
choose his occupation freely and to give it up, angrotection against unemployment.

Article 128

Laws governing the relations between employersveariters are matters of public policy.
All acts, stipulations or agreements that involve waiver, diminution or restriction or
evasion of the following guarantees shall be void:

1. Regular day work shall not exceed eight howtaya nor forty-hours a week.

Regular night work shall not exceed six hours aaairty-six hours a week.

Regular combined work shall not exceed seven hadisy or forty-two hours a week.

All work shall be paid for at a rate equivalentaaty-eight hours a week. Overtime work
shall be paid for in the manner specified by thevLa



These provisions shall not apply in those well-dedi exceptional cases indicated by the Law.

2. No worker shall be required to perform work wheovers more than twelve hours in any
period of twenty-four consecutive hours, excephimse cases specified by the Law.

3. Equal work shall receive equal pay without dieanation, provided that the position, the
working hours, the conditions of efficiency and timee of service are also equal.

Wages must be paid in legal tender.

4. The amount of wages, indemnity compensation,sacthl benefits shall constitute a
preferred credit in accordance with the Law.

5. Every worker is entitled to minimum wages fixgetiodically by participation of the State,
employers and workers, sufficient to meet the nbmeterial, moral and cultural needs of his
household, in accordance with the standards of kiachof work, the conditions peculiar to
each region and type of work, the cost of livirigg telative skill of workers, and the pay
systems of the enterprises.

A minimum occupational wage shall also be fixedtfarse activities not wage regulated by a
collective contract or agreement.

The minimum wage shall be exempt from attachmemhpensation or discount except as
prescribed by law governing family and trade urnbligations.

6. In the facilities of his establishments, the &aper must observe and enforce the legal
provisions concerning hygiene and health and addgtuate safety measures in work, which
help to prevent occupational hazards and ensunehtyscal and mental integrity of workers.

Employers in agricultural enterprises are alsoettidp the same security system. Special
protection shall be given to women and minors.

7. Minors under sixteen years of age and thoseeatimat age who are subject to mandatory
education by virtue of national legislation may hetemployed in any kind of work.

The labor authorities may authorize their employnvemen they deem it indispensable for
their own support or for the support of their paseor brothers and sisters provided that their
working does not hinder their compliance with teguirements of mandatory education.

For minors under seventeen years of age the war@dyevhich must be daytime, may not
exceed six hours a day or thirty hours a weekafyrkind of work.

8. A worker shall be entitled to annual paid vawadi The duration and time of which shall be
regulated by Law.

In any event, a worker shall be entitled to a gasyment for vacations already earned and for
proportional vacations corresponding to the pewodked.

Vacations may not be compensated by a cash paynwraccumulated, and the employer
shall be obliged to give them to the worker andwioeker must take them.



9. Workers shall be entitled to leave with payHolidays specified by the Law. [The Law]
shall also specify what kind of work shall not lmvgrned by this provision, but in such cases
workers shall be entitled to overtime.

10. The right of workers to receive payment foeaesth day is hereby recognized;
permanent workers shall receive, in addition, payinf@ a thirteenth month as a Christmas
bonus. The Law shall regulate the terms and mawiregoplication of this provision.

11. Awoman is entitled to leave before and afteidbirth, without loss of employment or
wages. During the nursing period she shall beledttb a rest period each day for nursing her
child. The employer may not terminate the employneentract of a pregnant woman, even
after childbirth, except for justifiable cause simolefore a competent judge, in the cases and
conditions indicated by the Law.

12. Employers shall be required to indemnify thearkers for work injuries and occupational
diseases, according to the Law.

13. The right to strike or to lockout is recogniz&tie Law shall regulate its exercise and may
subject it to special restrictions in specified lubervices.

14. Workers and employers shall be entitled to@asofreely for purposes exclusively
related to their economic and social activitiesfdoyning trade unions or professional
associations, according to law.

15. The State shall protect individual and colkeettontracts between employers and
workers.

Article 129

The Law guarantees stability for workers in thelrg, in accordance with the characteristics
of industries and professions, and just causeswarance. Whenever an unjustifiable
discharge occurs upon final judgment, the worketldie entitled at his option to
compensation for unpaid wages damages, and tegaéihdemnity as well as the indemnity
agreed to, or else to be reinstated with recognitiounpaid wages, as actual and
consequential damages.

Article 130

Homeworkers shall have a juridical situation analegto that of other workers, with due
consideration for the peculiarities of their work.

Article 131
Domestics shall be protected by social legislatRersons rendering domestic services in
industrial, commercial, and social enterprisesiamathers of a similar nature shall be

considered manual workers and have the rights egaotthem.

Article 132



The Law shall regulate the hiring of: agricultudalestock, and forestry workers; land, air,
sea, inland waterborne and railway transportatiorkers; mining and petroleum workers;
business employees, and all other employees hirddrispecial conditions.

Article 133

Independent intellectual workers and the produ¢heir work must be covered by protecting
legislation.

Article 134

All disputes arising from relations between emplsy@nd workers shall be subject to the
labor jurisdiction. The Law shall establish theresponding rules governing this jurisdiction
and the institutions entrusted with their applicati

Article 135

Labor laws shall be based on harmony between ¢tapitalabor, as the factors of production.
The State must protect the rights of workers wai#® protecting capital and employers.

Article 136

The worker may participate in the utilitipgildades] or benefits of employers, but may never
assume their risks or losses.

Article 137

Under equal conditions Honduran workers shall bergpreference over foreign workers.

It is prohibited for employers to hire less thang@dcent of Honduran workers and to pay
them less than 85 percent of the total amounte&tiaries paid in the respective enterprise.
Those percentages may be modified in exceptiors@scapecified by the Law.

Article 138

In order to enforce these guarantees and labor, e<State shall supervise and inspect
enterprises, and, when necessary, impose the ganadtablished by the Law.

Article 139

The State has an obligation to promote, organideregulate conciliation and arbitration
procedures for the peaceful settlement of labqudes.

Article 140
The State shall promote the vocational and techtri@iaing of workers.

Article 141



The Law shall determine which employers, accordintheir capital and the total number of
workers, shall be required to provide them andr tfanilies with educational, health, housing
and other services.

CHAPTER VI
Social Security

Article 142

Every person is entitled to that security of hisremmic means of support in the event of work
disability or inability to obtain remunerated emyirent. Social Security services shall be
furnished and administrated by the Honduran S@&=alurity Institute and shall cover cases of
sickness, maternity, family allowance, old-age hamhood, lockout, work injury, involuntary
unemployment; occupational disease, and othermgenicies affecting the capacity to
produce.

The State shall establish social welfare instifgiavhich shall function as a unit in a single
state system with the contribution of all interesparties and the State.

Article 143

The State, employers and workers are requiredritribate to the financing, improvement
and expansion of social security. The social sgcayistem shall be established in a gradual
and progressive way, both as to the type of coatiogs covered as well as the geographic
zones and the categories of protected workers.

Article 144

It shall be considered in the public interest tpamd the social security system to urban and
rural workers.

CHAPTER VII
Health

Article 145
The right to the protection of one’s health is lhgreecognized.

It is everyone’s duty to participate in the promatand preservation of individual and
community health.

The State shall maintain a satisfactory environnfi@nthe protection of everyone’s health.
Article 146

It is the duty of the State to regulate, superaiseé control all food, chemical, pharmaceutical
and biological products through its duly constitlégencies and institutions.

Article 147



The Law shall regulate the production, traffic, gession, donation, use and marketing of
psychotropic drugs which may be destined only faltih services and scientific
experimentation under the supervision of a competetinority.

Article 148

The Honduran Institute for the Prevention of Alclidio, Drug Addiction, and Drug
Dependency is hereby created. It shall be govebgedspecial law.

Article 149

The Executive Power, through the Ministry of Pultliealth and Social Welfare, shall
coordinate all public activities of the centralizaud decentralized institutions of that field, by
means of a national health plan, which shall asgigrity to the neediest groups.

It is the responsibility of the State to supenps@ate health activities according to the Law.
Article 150

The Executive Power shall promote integrated progréor the improvement of the
nutritional level of all Hondurans.

CHAPTER VII
Education and Culture

Article 151

Education is an essential function of the Stateterpreservation, development, and
dissemination of culture, which must extend itsdfiés to society without discrimination of
any kind.

Public education shall be secular and shall bedbasdundamental principles of democracy.
It shall instill and promote in all students a déegling of Honduran patriotism and shall be
directly connected with the economic and sociaktigyment process of the country.

Article 152

Parents have a preferential right to choose the oyducation they wish to give their
children.

Article 153

The State has the obligation to promote the bakicaion of the people, creating for that
purpose the necessary administrative and techinistilutions which shall be directly
dependent on the Secretariat of State in the Oéfi¢gublic Education.

Article 154

The elimination of illiteracy is a primary task thie State. It is the duty of all Hondurans to
cooperate in order to achieve this objective.



Article 155
The State recognizes and protects freedom of ilgag&tn, of education and of teaching.
Article 156

The levels of formal education shall be determibgdaw, except for higher education which
is the exclusive competence of the National AutooesnUniversity of Honduras.

Article 157

Education at all levels of the formal educationatem, except at the higher levels, shall be
authorized, organized, directed and supervisedisx@ly by the Executive Power through
the Secretariat of Public Education, which shathamister all the establishments of the
system that are entirely financed by public funds.

Article 158

No educational establishment may provide educati@quality below the level established
by the Law.

Article 159

The Secretariat of Public Education and the Natidw#éonomous University of Honduras,
without impairing their respective competence, Ishabpt the necessary measures so that the
general curricula of public education are integtatea coherent system, in order that all
students satisfactorily meet the requirements gtidri education.

Article 160

The National Autonomous University of Hondurasnsaatonomous institution of the State,
with juridical personality. It has the exclusivevilege of organizing, directing, and
developing higher and professional education. dtlstontribute to scientific, humanistic and
technological research, to the general dissemimaticulture, and to the study of national
problems. It shall program its participation in trensformation of Honduran society.

The Law and the bylawestatutos]of the University shall determine its organization
functioning, and attributes.

For the creation and functioning of private univtes, a special law shall be enacted in
accordance with the principles established by@aastitution.

The only academic degrees having official validitall be those granted by the National
Autonomous University of Honduras, as well as thgrsated by private and foreign
universities which are recognized by the Nationalohomous University of Honduras.

The National Autonomous University of Hondurashis only institution authorized to
determine the incorporation of professionals wheograduates of foreign universities.

Only persons who hold a valid degree may engageafessional activities.



Non-university degrees granted by the Executived?@liall have legal validity.
Article 161

The State shall contribute to the maintenance,ldpueent and enlargement of the National
Autonomous University of Honduras, with a requiegthual appropriation of not less than six
percent of the budget of net revenues of the Regubke amounts of loans and donations
excluded.

The National Autonomous University is exempt frony &orm of taxes or contributions.
Article 162

Due to its informational and educational naturackeng has a social and human function
which determines for the educator scientific anadahgesponsibilities toward his students,
the institution in which he works, and toward sogie

Article 163

The training of teachers is an exclusive functind eesponsibility of the State. A teacher is
anyone who administers, organizes, directs, immarssipervises educational work and
whose profession is that of teaching.

Article 164

Elementary schoolteachers shall be exempt frotaxadis on their salaries and on the amounts
they receive as pensions.

Article 165

The Law guarantees to teachers work stabilityaadsrd of living in accordance with their
high mission, and an adequate pension.

A Honduran Teachers Statute shall be enacted.
Article 166

All natural and juridical persons have the righestablish educational centers with due
compliance with this Constitution and other laws.

Working relations between teachers and ownersaf puvate institutions shall be governed
by the educational laws, without prejudice to tleadfits that may originate in the labor
legislation.

Article 167

Owners of farms, factories and other productiortersriocated in the rural areas are obliged
to establish and maintain schools of basic educdtiothe benefit of the children of their
permanent workers, as long as the number of childfeschool age exceeds thirty, and in
border areas when it exceeds twenty.



Article 168

The teaching of the Constitution of the Republid #re history and geography of Honduras,
is compulsory and shall be entrusted to Hondurashters.

Article 169
The State shall support and promote the educatibaraicapped persons.
Article 170

The State shall promote the development of extratdar education by means of libraries,
cultural centers and all forms of dissemination.

Article 171

Public education shall be free, and basic educatati also be compulsory and completely at
the expense of the State. The State shall seteupetitessary compulsory mechanisms
accordingly to make these provisions effective.

Article 172

All the anthropological, archeological, historieeld artistic wealth of Honduras forms part of
the cultural heritage of the nation.

The Law shall establish the norms that will sers¢hee basis for its preservation, restoration,
maintenance and restitution, as the case may be.

It is the duty of all Hondurans to safeguard tieritage and prevent its unlawful removal.

All sites of natural beauty monuments and reserngetes shall be under the protection of the
State.

Article 173

The State shall preserve and promote all nativienasd as well as authentic expressions of
national folklore, popular art and handicrafts.

Article 174

The State shall promote an enthusiasm for andréipe of physical culture and sports.
Article 175

The State shall promote and support the disseroimafiworks of national and foreign
authors that contribute to national developmenabse they are legitimate, philosophical,

scientific or literary creations.

Article 176



The mass media of the State shall be at the sesfieducation and culture. Private media
must collaborate in the achievement of that purpose

Article 177

Compulsory membership in professional associati®established. Its organization and
functioning shall be regulated by the Law.

CHAPTER IX
Housing

Article 178

All Hondurans have the right to decent housing. $tade shall design and implement
housing programs of social interest.

The Law shall regulate the leasing of housing aedngses, the use of urban soil and
construction, in accordance with the public interes

Article 179

The State shall promote, support and regulaterttion of systems and mechanisms for the
utilization of internal and external resources ¢oused for solving the housing problem.

Article 180

All internal or external credits and loans obtaitgdhe State for housing shall be regulated
by law for the benefit of the ultimate user of tiredit.

Article 181

The Social Fund for Housing is hereby createdpuitpose shall be to develop housing in
urban and rural areas. A special law shall regutaterganization and functioning.

TITLE IV
CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEES

CHAPTER |
Habeas CorpusndAmparo

Article 182
The State recognizes the writ of Habeas Corpuesdnal Appearand&xhibicion
Personall] Consequently, every aggrieved person, or any ahas behalf, has the right to

file the petition:

1. When he is imprisoned or detained illegallyestrained in any way in the enjoyment of
his personal freedom; and



2. When during his lawful imprisonment or detentithe imprisoned or detained person is
subjected to torment, torture, harassment, illdgahands, or any other coercion, restriction,
or molestation that is unnecessary for his safefgiothe order of the prison.

An action of Habeas Corpus may be exercised withoytspecial power or any formality,
either orally or in writing, using any means of goomication, at any time during working or
non-working days and free of charge.

Judges or other authorities may not dismiss aonmaci Habeas Corpus and have the
ineludible obligation of proceeding immediatelypiot an end to the violation of personal
liberty or security.

The Tribunals that fail to admit these actions Isinalur the corresponding penal and
administrative responsibility.

The authorities who order, or agents who exeche&concealment of the detained person, or
who in any other way violate this guarantee, sinallir the crime of illegal detention.

Article 183
The State recognizes the guarantee of Amparo.

Consequently, every aggrieved person, or any athieis behalf, has the right to interpose the
recourse of Amparo:

1. To have the enjoyment of his rights and guaemtmder the Constitution maintained or
restored; and

2. For a declaratory judgment in particular cabas & law or resolution or act of authority
does not bind the petitioner, and is not applichigleause it contravenes, limits or restricts
any of the rights recognized by this Constitution.

The Recourse of Amparo shall be interposed in aeguare with the Law.

CHAPTER Il
Unconstitutionality and Review

Article 184

The Laws may be declared unconstitutional by rea$dorm or content.

The Supreme Court of Justice has original and sxeucompetence over hearing and
deciding such matters, and must render its dedsioth the requirements of definitive
sentences

Article 185

A declaration of unconstitutionality of a law ans inapplicability may be petitioned by
anyone who considers himself injured in his dirpetsonal, and legitimate interest:



1. By way of an action, to be filed before the Supe Court of Justice;
2. By way of exception which may be asserted injadicial proceeding; and

3. A Judge or Tribunal during any judicial proceggdmay directly request a declaration as to
the unconstitutionality of a law and its inapplidap before rendering a resolution.

In this case and as provided in the preceding itemproceedings shall be stayed and the
case transmitted to the Supreme Court of Justice.

Article 186

No power or authority may enjoin causes of actiending in other courts or reopen cases
already adjudged, except that criminal and civilesaalready decided may be reviewed at any
time in behalf of the persons convicted, on thein@equest or the request of any other
person, or of the Public Ministry, or ex officio.

The recourse shall be interposed with the Supreaut©f Justice. The Law shall regulate
the cases and the manner of review.

CHAPTER 1l
Restriction or Suspension of Rights

Article 187

The exercise of the rights established in Artides71, 72, 78, 81, 84, 93, 99 and 103 may be
suspended in the event of invasion of the natitaratory, serious disturbance of the peace,
an epidemic, or other general disaster, or by tlesi®ent of the Republic in agreement with
the Council of Ministers, by means of a decree shall contain:

1. The reasons justifying the suspension;

2. The guarantee or guarantees that are restricted,;

3. The territory to be affected by the restrictiang

4. The duration of the restriction. In addition,n@eess shall be convened by the same decree
in order that, within a period of thirty days, ibgntake cognizance of the decree and ratify,
modify, or reject it.

In the event that Congress is in session, it $hké immediate cognizance of the decree.

The restriction of guarantees shall not exceediagef forty-five days for each time it is
decreed.

If before the expiration of the period set for thetriction the causes underlying the decree
have disappeared, it shall cease to be effectigeiarthis case, every citizen shall have the
right to urge its revision. Upon expiration of gheriod of forty-five days, the guarantees shall
be restored automatically unless a new restridiesbeen decreed.



Restriction of guarantees decreed shall in no vil@gtthe functioning of the State
organisms, whose members shall always enjoy thaumitras and privileges granted by the
Law.

Article 188

The territory in which the guarantees mentionethepreceding article are suspended shall
be governed during the suspension, by the LaweoStiate of Siege, but neither that law nor
any other may provide for the suspension of anyantaes other than those already
mentioned.

Likewise, during the suspension no new offenses beagstablished or penalties imposed
other than those established by laws in forceatithe the suspension was decreed.

TITLEV
THE POWERS OF THE STATE

CHAPTER |
Legislative Power

Article 189

The Legislative Power is exercised by a Congre$3epiuties, who shall be elected by direct
suffrage. It shall convene in the capital of th@p&daic in ordinary sessions on the twenty-
fifth of January of each year without the necessftgonvocation and shall adjourn on the
thirty-first of October of the same year.

The sessions may be extended for such time as emagdessary, by a resolution of Congress,
at the initiative of one or more of its membersabthe request of the Executive Power.

The recesses of Congress shall be determined byetsal Regulation.

Article 190

The National Congress shall also hold extraordilsassions:

1. At the request of the Executive Power;

2. When convoked by its Permanent Commission; and

3. Whenever half plus one of its members so agree.

In such cases it shall deal only with matters dtate¢he respective Decree of convocation.
Article 191

Five or more deputies may convoke the National Gesgjinto extraordinary session

anywhere in the Republic whenever the Executivetrar authority, force majeure or an act
of God prevent its installation or the holding tf $essions.



Article 192

For the installation of the National Congress dmaHolding of its sessions half plus one of its
members shall be sufficient.

Article 193

Neither the Congress itself, nor any other authaitthe State or private, may prevent the
installation of Congress, the holding of its sessior decree its dissolution.

The contravention of this provision constitutesiene against the powers of the State.
Article 194

On January 21st the deputies shall meet in preggrgtoupdjuntas], and with the
concurrence of at least five members, the ProvaibirectoratgDirectiva Provisional]
shall be organized.

Article 195

On January 23 the deputies shall hold their fimappratory session to elect the Permanent
DirectorateDirectiva en propiedad]

The President of the National Congress exercigefihctions for a term of four years and
shall be President over the Permanent Commission.

The rest of the Directorate shall remain in theirdtions two years.

Article 196

Deputies shall be elected for a term of four yefaosn the date on which the National
Congress is formally installed. In the event of éihsolute incapacitijalta] of a deputy, the
alternate called by the National Congress shallpteta his term.

Article 197

Deputies are under obligation to meet in Assemhlyhe dates indicated in this Constitution,
and to attend all sessions of the National Congerespt in case of duly proven incapacity.

Deputies whose inattendance or unjustified aban@oniof the sessions cause a lack or a
break of quorum shall be expelled from Congresssduadl lose the right to run for public
office for ten years.

Article 198

To be elected Deputy, the following is required:

1. To be Honduran by birth;

2. To be at last twenty-one years of age;



3. To be in the exercise of the rights of citizepsh
4. To be a layman, and

5. To have been born in the department for whicls menning for office or to have resided
therein for at least the last five years priortte tlate of convocation of the elections.

Article 199

The following may not be elected deputies:

1. The President of the Republic;

2. Magistrates of the Supreme Court;

3. Secretaries and Sub-secretaries of State;

4. Military headdjefes] with national jurisdiction;

5. Holders of high office in the superior organsranagement, government and
administration of the decentralized institutionghod State;

6. Members of the military service on active dutg anembers of security forces or of any
other armed force;

7. All other public functionaries or employees lo¢ tExecutive Power and the Judicial Power
as established by the Law, except those who ht#dehing or health-care position;

8. Members of the National Tribunal of Elections;

9. The Procurator General and Sub-Procurator Geofkettae Republic, Comptroller and Sub-
Comptroller General of the Republic and the Direatod Sub-Director of Administrative
Probity;

10. The spouse and relatives within the fourth de@f consanguinity or second degree of
affinity of those cited in numbers 1, 2, 4, 8, &dbove, and of the Secretaries and Sub-
Secretaries of State in the Departm¢bispachos]of Defense and Public Security.

11. The spouse and relatives of the cHhiefes] of military regions, commanders of military
units, departmental or sectional military delegatesl delegates of security forces or of other
armed force, within the fourth degree of consaniggior second of affinity, when they are
candidates in the department where they exercigsaljation;

12. Holders of concessions of State for the exgiioih of national resources or contractors for
public services and works paid for with funds af 8tate and who have accounts pending
with it;

13. Delinquent debtors of the National Treasury.



These incompatibilities and disabilities shall afffnose holding one of the above-mentioned
positions six months prior to the election.

Article 200

Beginning on the day they are declared electedjttespshall be entitled to the following
prerogatives:

1. Personal immunity against the search of thasqgreor their home, being arrested, accused,
or tried, even during a state of siege, unlesdNgonal Congress has not previously declared
that there is probable cause for a trial;

2. Not to be obligated to conscripted military seey

3. Not to be responsible at any time for theiriaives of Law nor for their opinions
expressed during their term of office;

4. Exemption from civil suit during the period coeé by fifteen days before and fifteen days
after a ordinary or extraordinary session of Cosgjrexcept as to counterclaims; and,

5. Exemption from testifying concerning informatithvat a third party has entrusted to them
by virtue of their office.

Likewise, candidates for deputy shall enjoy the@gatives set forth in paragraphs 1 and 2 of
this article, from the day on which they are nortedaby their respective political parties.

Those who violate these provisions shall incur peakility.
Article 201

Buildings and facilities of the National Congress gviolable. It is the duty of the President
of the Directorate or of the Permanent Committeauthorize the entrance of members of the
public security forces when circumstances so requir

Article 202

The National Congress shall be made up of a fixedlrer of one hundred and twenty-eight
(128) Proprietary Deputies and their respectives8tultes, who shall be elected in
accordance with the Constitution and the Law. Tlepuies shall be representatives of the
People, their departmental distribution shall belenan the basis of the popular requirement
indicated by the National Tribunal of Electionsaiccordance with the Electoral Law and [the
Law] of Political Organizations. In those Departrisetinat have a population less than the
requirement indicated by the National Tribunal tédions, one Proprietary Deputy and his
respective Substitute shall be elected.

Article 203

Deputies in office may not obtain remunerated mupdsitions during the term for which they
have been elected, except teaching and culturd@igosand professional services related to
social welfare.



They may, however, be Secretaries or Sub-Secretafridtate, President or Manager of
decentralized entities, Chief of Diplomatic or Colas missions, or serve in Ad Hoc
Diplomatic Missions. In such cases they will benstated in the National Congress upon the
termination of these functions.

Alternates may hold public positions or employmeithout losing their status as alternates.
Article 204

No deputy may hold property of the State as a &edgectly or indirectly, or obtain contracts
or concessions of any kind from it.

The acts of contravention of this provision wilbduce absolute nullity of plain right.
Article 205

The National Congress shall have the following pewe

1. To make, enact, interpret, amend, and repedatie

2. To convoke, suspend and close its sessions;

3. To adopt its Internal Regulations and imposestretions established therein for those
who infringe them;

4. To convoke extraordinary sessions in accordanitethis Constitution;

5. To incorporate its members in accordance wig itredentials and to receive the
constitutional oath [from them];

6. To call the alternate deputies, in case of atbsar temporary incapaciffalta] or
legitimate impediment of the principals, or wheongé refuse to attend,;

7. To count the votes and declare the electioh@President, Designates of the Presidency,
and Deputies to the National Congress, whenever#tenal Tribunal of Elections has not
done so.

If the same citizen has been elected to differéfites, he shall be declared elected for only
one of them, in accordance with the following ordepreference:

a. President of the Republic;

b. Designate of the Presidency of the Republic;
c. Deputy to the National Congress; and

d. Member of the Municipal Corporation.

8. To accept or no the resignation of deputiegustified cause;



9. To elect for the constitutional term, nine pngat magistrates and seven alternates of the
Supreme Court of Justice and to elect its Presjdent

10. To elect the Commander-in-Chief of the ArmedcEs;

11. To elect the Comptroller and Sub-Comptrollen&al, the Procurator and Sub-Procurator
General of the Republic, Director and Sub-DirecioAdministrative Probity;

12. To receive the constitutional oath of the Rlesi and Designates of the Presidency
declared elected, and of any other functionarietettts; to grant them leave of absence, and
accept or refuse to accept their resignationsiaifidl vacancies in case of the permanent
incapacityffalta] of any of them,;

13. To grant or deny permission to the Presidedtl2esignates of the Presidency to leave the
country for more than fifteen days;

14. To move the seat of the Powers of State forggcauses.

15. To declare whether or not there are groundsrfpeachment of the President, Designates
of the Presidency, Deputies to the National Corgriglagistrates of the Supreme Court of
Justice, Members of the National Tribunal of Eleet, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed
Forces, Secretaries and Sub-Secretaries of Staiefs®f Diplomatic Missions, the
Comptroller and Sub-Comptroller General, the Pratmurand Sub-Procurator General of the
Republic, and Director and Sub-Director of Admirasive Probity;

16. To grant amnesty for political offenses or telacommon offenses, except in such cases
the National Congress may not make decisions atopar

17. To grant or deny permission to Hondurans tepicemployment or decorations from
another State;

18. To award prizes and grant temporary privilggesuthors and inventors and to those who
have introduced new industries of general utilithave improved those existing;

19. To approve or disapprove contracts that invébaeal exemptions, incentives, and
concessions, or any other contract that is to predu continue its effect in the following
term of the Government of the Republic;

20. To approve or disapprove the administrativedaohof the Executive Power, the Judicial
Power and the National Tribunal of Elections, tleptroller General of the Republic, the
Office of the Procurator General of the Republid #re decentralized institutions;

21. To appoint special commissions for the invesiogn of matters of national interest. The
summons of such commissions shall be compulsorgmpehalty of contempt similar to that
observed in the judicial procedure;

22. To interpellate Secretaries of State and dthvastionaries of the central government,
decentralized organisms, state enterprises andthey entity in which the State has an
interest, concerning matters related to the pwdministration;



23. To declare the restriction or suspension dftsign accordance with that provided in the
Constitution, and to ratify, modify, or disapprabve restriction or suspension that has been
enacted by the Executive Power in accordance Wweh.aw;

24. To confer all ranks from Major to General,leg proposal of the Commander-in-Chief of
the Armed Forces, by the initiative of the Prestddrithe Republic;

25. To fix the number of permanent members of theed Forces;
26. To authorize or deny the transit of foreigropse through the territory of the country;

27. To authorize the Executive Power to order tsomipthe Armed Forces to serve in foreign
territory, in accordance with international treaténd conventions;

28. To declare war and to make peace;

29. To authorize the reception of foreign militanssions of technical assistance or
cooperation in Honduras;

30. To approve or disapprove international treatigeed[celebrar] by the Executive Power;

31. To create and abolish posts and to award hamatpensions for significant services to
the Fatherland;

32. To approve annually the General Budget of Regsmnd Expenditures, on the basis of
the proposal presented [remita] by the Executived?pduly itemized and to decide on its
modification;

33. To approve annually the duly itemized BudgeRe¥enues and Expenditures of
decentralized Institutions;

34. To determine the weight, fineness, and rate@hational currency and the standard of
weight and measures;

35. To establish taxes and assessments, and atbier gharges;

36. To approve or disapprove loans and similareagemts related to the public credit,
entered intdcelebrado] by the Executive Power.

In order to effect the contract of foreign loanslaans that although contracted in the country
must be financed with foreign capital, it is regdifpreciso] that the respective project be
approved by the National Congress;

37. To establish byway of a Law, those cases irthwvlubsidies and aid may be granted for
purposes of public benefit or as an instrumentohemic and social development;

38. To finally approve or disapprove the accoumfsublic expenditures, on the basis of
reports submitteftinda] by the office of the Comptroller General of thepRblic and the
observations thereto made by the Executive Power;



39. To regulate the payment of the national deliheinitiative of the Executive Power;
40. To exercise control of the public revenues;

41. To authorize to the Executive Power the alienatf national property or its application
to public use;

42. To authorize ports; and establish and abolistotnhouses and free zones, at the initiative
of the Executive Power;

43. To regulate maritime, land and air commerce;
44. To establish the national symbols; and

45. To exercise any other powgasribuciones] conferred upon it by this Constitution and the
laws.

Article 206

The functiondfacultades]of the Legislative Power are cannot be delegatedp the taking
of the constitutional oath of office of high offads of the Government, in accordance with
this Constitution.

Article 207

The Directorate of the National Congress, befoosing its sessions, shall appoint nine
proprietary members and their respective alternatésm the Permanent Commission
during the recess of the National Congress.

Article 208

The powergatribuciones] of the Permanent Commission are the following:

1. To adopfemitir] its internal regulations;

2. To adopt opinions and complete action on pendiurginess, to be considered at the next
legislative session;

3. To prepare, for presentation to the considaraiiche National Congress, bills of reforms
to the laws that in its opinion the needs of thentoy may demand,;

4. To receive from the Executive Power the decaglepted in the last ten days of the
sessions of the National Congress, duly sanctioned;

5. To receive complaints of violations of this Ciitagion;
6. To keep in its custody its responsibility thehave of the National Congress;

7. To publish an edition of all decrees and resmhgtadopted by the National Congress at its
previous sessions, within three months followirsgaitjournment;



8. To convoke the National Congress for extraomyiisassions, at the requéskcitativa] of
the Executive Power or when the circumstancesaines

9. To receive from the Executive Power the docuatért and information relative to
economic agreements, credit operations, or loaatsiiat Power plans to enter into, authorize,
or contract, in order to give detailed informatiorthe National Congress at its next sessions;

10. To present to the National Congress a detadpdrt of its work during its term of
functioning[gestio];

11. To electad interim in case of absolute incapacity, the substitude$unctionaries who
must be appointed by the National Congress;

12. To call in other deputies as members, to dttancies in the membership of the
Committee;

13. To grant or deny permission to the Presidedtesignates of the Presidency of the
Republic to leave the national territory for mdnart fifteen days;

14. To appoint the special Commissions that sleafidcessary; and composed of Members of
the National Congress.

15. The others that the Constitution confers on it.
Article 209

The Special Disbursement Office of the Legislafmver is created to attend to the payment
of all expenditures of the BrangRamo].

Article 210

The Special Disbursement Office of the Legislathmver shall be immediately dependent to
the Directorate of the National Congress, or irhstase to the Permanent Commission.

The Directorate of the National Congress is resipts$or appointing the Paymaster
[Pagador], who must furnish bond in accordance with the Law.

Article 211

The Executive Power shall include in the Generaldai of Expenditures and Revenue of the
Republic the funds budgeted by the Legislative Rdaseits functioning.

Article 212

The General Treasury of the Republic shall makeade quarterly authorization of the funds
necessary to meet the expenditures of the Natl©ooagress.

CHAPTER Il
Enactment, Sanction and Promulgation of the Law



Article 213

Deputies to the National Congress, the PresidetiteoRepublic, through the Secretaries of
State, as well as the Supreme Court of Justicerenlational Tribunal of Elections, in
matters within their competence, hold exclusivély initiative of Law.

Article 214

No Bill of Law shall be finally voted upon untiltaf it has been debated on three different
days, except in case of urgency determined by pleimajority of the deputies present.

Article 215

Every Bill of Law that has been passed by Congsesdl, within three days after being voted
upon, be sent to the Executive Power so that it saagtion it and order it promulgated as
law.

The sanction of Law has the formulation: “Let ietbfore be executed.”
Article 216

Should the Executive Power find impediments toddwection of the Bill of Law, it shall
return it to the National Congress within ten deyth the formulation: “Return to Congress”,
and shall explain the grounds on which disappre/absed.

If it does not object it within the period indicdtet shall be considered sanctioned and shall
be promulgated as Law.

Whenever the Executive returns a Bill of Law, iablagain be debated in the National
Congress, and if it is ratified by a two-thirds eoit shall again be sent to the Executive
Power, with this formulation: “Constitutionally rfad” and the Executive Power shall
publish it forthwith.

If the grounds for the veto are that the Bill ofALes unconstitutional, it may not be submitted
to a new debate until the opinion of the SupremerCaf Justice has been obtained; it shall
issue its opinion within such period as the Nati@@angress shall specifle seiale].

Article 217

When the National Congress passes a Bill of Lathetonclusion of its sessions and the
Executive finds impediments to sanction it, it Bigatory to give immediate notice so that it
may remain in session for another ten days, catdifrom the date on which Congress
received the bill, and if it does not do so, itlsheturn it within the first eight days of the
subsequent Congress.

Article 218

Sanction shall not be necessary for, nor shalEttecutive Power be entitled to veto, in the
following cases and resolutions:



1. Elections that the National Congress ordersxapances, or resignations that it accepts or
disapproves;

2. Declarations that there are or are not grouodsyfpeachment;
3. Decrees that relate to the conduct of the Exexiower;
4. Regulations that it issues for its internal negji

5. Decrees it approves to temporarily transfesdtst to another place in the territory of
Honduras or to suspend its sessions or to convdrmoedinary sessions;

6. The Law of the Budget;
7. Treaties or contracts rejected by the Natiormaidtess; and
8. Amendments to the Constitution of the Republic.

In these cases the Executive shall promulgate #lvewith the formulation: “Now therefore
let it be published.”

Article 219

Whenever a Bill of Law, that was not introducedthg Supreme Court of Justice, is intended
to amend or repeal any provision contained in taes of the Republic, it may not be
debated without hearing the opinion of that Triduna

The Court shall issue its report within the perspecified by the National Congress.

This provision does not apply to laws of a politi@gonomic or administrative nature.

Article 220

No Bill of Law rejected wholly or partially may lebated again in the legislature.

Article 221

A law is obligatory by virtue of its promulgatiomé after twenty days have elapsed following
completion of its publication in the Official Joalia Gaceta Nevertheless, the period
mentioned in this article may be reduced or extdnd¢he Law itself and, in special cases,

another method of promulgation may be ordered.

CHAPTER llI
The Office of the Comptroller General of the Rejpubl

Article 222

The office of the Comptroller General of the Repuld an auxiliary agency of the
Legislative Power and is functionally and admirastrely independent, exclusively



responsible of the post-auditing of the Public $teg, and has among others the following
powers[atribuciones}

1. To verify the administration of public funds gmperties and to audit the accounts of the
functionaries and employees that manage them;

2. To audit the financial operations of the dep@&cdes of the Public Administration,
decentralized institutions, including the municipas, government establishments, and
entities that are financed with funds from the oadil treasury or receive a subsidy or
subvention from it;

3. To examine the books of the State and the atsoandered by the Executive Power to the
National Congress on the operations of the Pubk&a3Jury and to present to it the
corresponding report; and

4. To exercise any other functions that the Orgaaiw assigns to it.

Article 223

The office of the Comptroller General shall behe tharge of a Comptroller and a Sub-
Comptroller elected by the National Congress, lobtivhom shall have the same
gualifications and shall enjoy the same prerogatagthe Magistrates of the Supreme Court
of Justice.

To be the Comptroller or Sub-Comptroller requires:

1. He is a Honduran national by birth;

2. He is over 25 years of age;

3. He is a citizen in the full exercise of his tigh

4. He is of recognized honesty and competence; and

5. He holds a university degree in Juridical Saesn&conomics, Public Administration,
Auditing and Public Accounting or is a qualifiedcaantant or Public Accountant.

The Comptroller and Sub-Comptroller shall be ele@dte a term of five years and may not be
reelected for the subsequent term.

Article 224
The Comptroller and Sub-Deputy Comptroller shaltémponsible before the National
Congress for acts done in the exercise of theictfans and may only be removed by the

Congress when there is proof of the commissiorrafegyirregularities or crimes.

Article 225



The post-auditing of the Central Bank of Honduessit relates to the management of State
funds shall be effected by the office of the Comliér General of the Republic which shall
submit reports on such audit to the National Cosgyre

The post-auditing of other credit institutions theteive State funds, as it relates to the use of
such funds in strictly banking operations or busfehall be carried out by the office of the
Superintendent of Banks and, in other cases, bgftitee of the Comptroller General of the
Republic.

Article 226

The office of the Comptroller General must submitite National Congress, within the first
forty days after the close of the fiscal year, @oréon the work done during that year,
together with a statement of opinions and suggestitemed necessary to achieve greater
efficiency in the management and control of puhlieds and properties.

This report, a copy of which shall be simultanepsgnt to the President of the Republic,
shall be published by the office of the Comptrosneral in full or in summary form, with
the exception of matters relating to classifiedtany information and others that may affect
national security.

The foregoing does not preclude the office of tlhen@troller General from presenting special
reports to the National Congress and, in spectfaexks, also simultaneously, to the President
of the Republic.

Article 227

All aspects relating to the organization and openadf the office of the Comptroller General
of the Republic shall be determined by the Law.

CHAPTER IV
Office of the Procurator General of the Republic

Article 228

The Office of the Procurator General of the Repusiiall be the legal representative of the
State, its organization and functioning shall beedwrined by the Law.

Article 229

The Procurator General and the Sub-Procurator @eokthe Republic shall be elected by
the National Congress for four years and they nwdyor reelected for a subsequent term;
they must have the same qualifications and shak bize same prerogatives and
gualifications as established in this Constitufi@nMagistrates of the Supreme Court of
Justice.

Article 230

Civil and criminal actions resulting from the awditf the office of the Comptroller General of
the Republic shall be instituted by the Procur&eneral, excepting those relating to the



municipalities, which shall continue to be the @sgbility of functionaries that the laws
indicate.

Article 231

The State shall appropriate such funds as may teseary for the adequate organization and
functioning of the Office of the Procurator Genesathe Republic.

The organisms of the Public Administration shathperate with the Procurator General of the
Republic in performing his functiorjatribuciones]in the manner that the Law determines.

CHAPTER V
Directorate of Administrative Probity

Article 232

The Directorate of Administrative Probity shall & auxiliary control agency of the
Legislative Power and shall be functionally and adstratively independent.

The Law regulates organization, powgsibuciones] and functioning.
Article 233

Unlawful enrichment is presumed whenever the iregea the capital of a public functionary
or employee, from the date on which he took oftioél the date on which he left it, is
notably higher than that which he could have nolyratained from salaries and
emoluments legally received and from increasesso€dpital or his income from any other
lawful source.

Unlawful enrichment shall also be presumed whenldip servant does not authorize an
investigation of his bank deposits or businessiéndountry or abroad.

To determine the increase referred to in the fiessagraph of this article, the capital and
income of the functionary or employee, his spousklas children shall be considered
jointly.

The declaration of property of public functionarsesl employees shall be made according to
the Law.

When a public servant has been found innocenthak Ise entitled to resume his post.
Article 234

The Director and Sub-Director General of Administ& Probity shall be elected by the
National Congress for a term of five years and rhase the same qualifications as specified

for the posts of Comptroller and Sub-Comptrolletref Republic.

CHAPTER VI
THE EXECUTIVE POWER



Article 235

The President of the Republic shall exercise thecktive Power on behalf and for the benefit
of the people.

Article 236

The President of the Republic and three Desigradtdse Presidency shall be elected jointly
and directly by the people, by a simple majoritywofes. The election shall be declared by the
National Tribunal of Elections and, in default thef, by the National Congress or by the
Supreme Court of Justice in such case.

Article 237

The presidential term shall be four years and s¥egdin on the 27th day of January following
the date on which the election was held.

Article 238

To be President of the Republic or Designate oPtresidency requires:

1. He is a Honduran by birth;

2. He is over 30 years of age;

3. He is in the enjoyment of the rights of citizleips and

4. He is a layman.

Article 239

A citizen who has held the title of the Executiviner may not be President or a Designate.
He that violates this provision or advocates iteadment, as well as those that directly or
indirectly support him, shall immediately ceasétdd their respective offices and shall be
disqualified for ten years from exercising any pufdinction.

Article 240

The following may not be elected President of tiepiblic:

1. The Designates of the Presidency of the Repubécretaries and Sub-Secretaries of State,
Members of the National Tribunal of Elections, Msgates and Judges of the Judicial Power,
Presidents, Vice Presidents, Managers, Sub-Mandgeestors, Sub-Directors, Executive
Secretaries of decentralized institutions, the Cioofipr and Sub-Comptroller General of the
Republic, the Procurator and Sub-Procurator Gemnértale Republic, the Director and Sub-

Director of Administrative Probity, who have exeil their functions during the six months
prior to the date of election of the Presidenthaf Republic.



2. Commanderpficiales jefes]and general officer®ficiales generalespf the Armed
Forces;

3. Superior officer§efes superiorespf the Armed Forces and the Police Fol€aserpos de
Policia] or [Forces] of the Security of the State;

4. Servicemen on active duty and members of angr@imed body that have exercised their
functions during the previous twelve months prtie date of the election;

5. The spouse and the relatives of military comreasigefes militares] members of the
High Council of the Armed Forces, within the fouddgree of consanguinity or the second
degree of affinity;

6. Relatives of the President and Designates tna bxercised the Presidency in the year
preceding the election, within the fourth degreeaisanguinity or the second degree of
affinity;

7. Representatives or agefapoderados]of enterprises that are concession holders of the
State, the concession holders of the State foexp#itation[exportacion] of natural

resources or contractors for services or publidkadinat are financed with national funds and
who for those reasons have outstanding accounitstiaet State.

Article 241

The President of the Republic, or whoever is esergihis functions, may not leave the
national territory for more than fifteen days witligpermission of the National Congress or of
its Permanent Commision.

Article 242

If the incapacityfalta] of the President is permanent, the Designateteel¢c that effect by
the National Congress shall exercise the Execltoxger for the time that remains for
completion of the constitutional term. But if thede designates are also incapacitated in an
absolute manner, the Executive Power shall be meelby the President of the National
Congress or, in the incapacity of this, ultimateyythe President of the Supreme Court of
Justice for the time that remains for completiohaf constitutional period.

During his temporary absences, the President mayman one of the designates to substitute
him.

If the election of the President and the Desigsatauld not be declared one day before the
27th of January, the Executive Power shall be ésetloexceptionally by the Council of
Ministers, which must convoke elections of the sape authorities within fifteen days
subsequent to that date.

These elections shall take place within a periodatfless than four or more than six months
from the date of the convocation. Once the elestimave been held, the National Tribunal of
Elections or, in defau[defecto] thereof, the National Congress or the Supremet@dur
Justice, as the case may be, shall make the corésyy declaration, within the twenty days



subsequent to the date of the election, and thested shall immediately take possession of
office until the corresponding constitutional peris completed.

While the newly elected supreme authorities takesgssion of their respective offices, the
Deputies to the National Congress and the Magestrat the Supreme Court of Justice shall
continue in the interim to perform their functions.

Article 243

If, at the beginning of the constitutional periad Which he has been elected, the President
does not take officgse presentare]until he does so the Designate of the Presidelented
by the National Congress shall exercise the Exeelower.

Article 244

The Oath of Law of the President of the Republibisrlegal substitute shall be administered
before the President of the National Congress,sfin session, or, in defaltiefecto]

thereof, before the President of the Supreme Gdultstice.

Should it not be possible to administer the oafodeethe above-mentioned functionaries, it
may be administered before any Judge of Lefjeez de letrasjor of the Peace of the
Republic.

Article 245

The President of the Republic shall be responsisléhe general administration of the State;
his powerdatribuciones}]

1. To comply with and and enforflgacer cumplir]the Constitution, treaties and conventions,
laws and other legal provisions;

2. To direct the general policy of the State ancefwesent it;

3. To safeguarfmantener incolumejhe independence and honor of the Republic [drel] t
integrity and inviolability of the national territg

4. To maintain the peace and internal securithefRepublic and to repel every external
attack or aggression;

5. To freely appoint and dismiss the SecretariglsSub-secretaries of State and other
functionaries and employees whose appointmenttiattributed to other authorities.

6. To convengexcitar] the National Congress in extraordinary sessiormitih the
Permanent Commission or to propose the continuahordinary [sessions];

7. To restrict or suspend the exercise of rigimtsgreement with the Council of Ministers,
subject to that established in this Constitution;

8. To send messages to the National Congress dinag@yand obligatorily by personal
appearance and in writing when each ordinary lagyist is installed,;



9. To patrticipate in the enactment of the lawsrisoducing bills in the National Congress
through the Secretaries of State;

10. To give the Legislative and Judicial Powers tnedNational Tribunal of Elections such
assistance and forces that are necessary to maikegbolutions effective;

11. To issue directives and decrees and to isgugateons and resolutions according to the
Law;

12. To direct foreign policy and relations;

13. To concludgcelebrar] treaties and agreements and to ratify, followipgraval by the
National Congress, International Treaties of atjwali and military character, those relating to
the national territory, sovereignty and concessitimsse entailing financial obligations for the
Public Treasury, or those requiring amendment peaieof any constitutional or legal
provision, and those needing legislative measurethir execution;

14. To appoint, in accordance with the Law of tloeekgn Service to be issued, the heads of
diplomatic and consular missions who shall be Hoadunationals by birth except in the case
of honorary posts or joint representations of Hoadwvith other States;

15. To receive the heads of foreign diplomatic roiss and representatives of international
organizations; to issue the Exequatur to and wativdt from Consuls of other States;

16. To exercise command as Head of the Armed Fandke character of Commander
Genera[Comandante Generalgnd to adopt the necessary measures for the debéise
Republic;

17. To declare war and make peace during a re¢d¢lss blational Congress, which must be
convened forthwith;

18. Generally to watch over the official conducpablic functionaries and employees for the
security and prestige of the Government and oStia¢e;

19. To administer the Public Treasury;

20. To adopt extraordinary economic and financieadsures when the national interest so
requires, and to give an account thereof to théoNak Congress;

21. To negotiate loans and effect contracts thefeflowing approval by the National
Congress when that corresponds to it;

22. To formulate the National Development Plan¢ass it in the Council of Ministers,
present it to the National Congress for approviaéat it and execute it;

23. To regulate customs tariffs according to thevla
24. To pardon and commute sentences according toat;

25. To confer declarations according to the Law;



26. To see to it that the revenues of the Statealected and to regulate their investment
according to the Law;

27. To publish each trimester a Statement of IncanteExpenditure of Public Revenue;

28. To organize, direct, orient and promote pubtiacation, eradicate illiteracy, and
disseminate and improve technical education;

29. To adopt measures for the promotion, recovedyrahabilitation of the health of the
population;

30. To direct the economic and financial policytité State;

31. To exercise supervision and control of banknsgtutions, insurance companies, and
investment houses through the National Bankinglasdrance Commission, whose
composition and functioning shall be governed Ispecial law, and to appoint the president
and vice presidents of the Banks of the State dougto the Law;

32. To prescribe such measures and provisions gbengeasible to promote the rapid
execution of the Agrarian Reform and the develogréproduction and productivity in rural
areadel agro];

33. To sanction, veto, promulgate and publish amgslapproved by the National Congress;

34. To direct and support the policy of Economid &ocial Integration, both national and
international, aimed at improving the living conalits of the Honduran people;

35. To create, maintain, and supprssgprimir] public services and take such measures as
may be necessary for the efficient operation thereo

36. To confer military ranks from Sub-lieutenanQaptain, inclusive;

37. To ensurgvelar] that the Armed Forcduerzas Armadashre apolitical, essentially
professional, obedient and non-deliberative;

38. To issue and cancel naturalization paperspaatd by the Executive Power according to
the Law;

39. To award pensions, bonuses, and allowancesdiegdo the Law;

40. To confer juridical personality on civil assatodns according to the Law;
41. To ensurgvelar] harmony between capital and labor;

42. To revise and fix the minimum wage accordintato;

43. To permit or deny, following authorization etNational Congress, the transit through
Honduran territory of troops of another country;



44. To permit, following authorization by the Natad Congress, the departure of Honduran
troops to render services in foreign territoryagtordance with international treaties and
conventions for operations for the maintenanceeaicp; and

45. Such others as are conferred on him by thet@atnen and the laws.

CHAPTER VI
The Secretaries of State

Article 246

The Secretaries of State are organs of the geaénaihistration of the country, and depend
directly on the President of the Republic. The ldetermines their number, organization,
competence and functioning, as well as also tharozgtion, competence and functioning of
the Council of Ministers.

Article 247

The Secretaries of State shall collaborate withPtesident of the Republic in the orientation,
coordination, direction and supervision of the aiggand entities of the national public
administration in the areas of their competence.

Article 248

The decrees, regulations, directives, orders andwive actgprovidencias]of the President
of the Republic must be authorized by the Secedarf State in their respective areas
[ramos] or by the Sub-Secretaries, as the case may beoWithis requirement they shall not

have legal force.

The Secretaries of State and the Sub-Secretaidehointly responsible with the President
of the Republic for the acts they authorize.

For decisions taken in the Council of Ministerg Ministers present shall be responsible
unless they have given grounds for their dissentotgs.

Article 249

No person may be Secretary or Sub-Secretary unéesseets the same requirements as to be
President of the Republic.

The Sub-Secretaries shall replace the Secretariepdrationministerio] of Law.
Article 250
The following may not be Secretaries of State:

1. The relatives of the President of the Republtbiw the fourth degree of consanguinity and
the second degree of affinity;



2. Persons who have administered or collected pgblturities until the solvency of their
account has been settled;

3. Delinquent debtors to the public treasury;
4. Concession holders of the State, their agentspresentatives for the exploitation of

natural resources or contractors of any servicdgablic works that are financed with State
funds and who for those reasons have accountsnmendh it.

Article 251

The National Congress may summon the Secretari8saté and these must answer any
guestions put to them concerning matters relatrngublic administration.

Article 252

The President of the Republic convokes and presidessthe Council of Ministers. All
decisions of the Council shall be taken by simpégamity and, in the event of a tie, the
President shall have a casting vjateble voto]

The Council shall meet at the initiative of the$tdent to take decisions on any matters he
may deem to be of national importance and to censidch cases as are specified by the
Law.

The Secretary of State in the Office of the Prasigieshall act as Secretary of the Council.
Article 253

The holding of another public post is incompativiéh the function of Secretary of State
except when the laws assign him other functione. flikes, prohibitions and penalties
established in articles 203 and 204 are applidabiee Secretaries of State where
appropriate.

Article 254

The Secretaries of State must submit annuallygd\titional Congress within the first fifteen
day of its installation, a report on the work damé¢heir respective departmerjtiespachos]

Article 255
The administrative acts of any organ of the Stad¢ @re to to produce juridical effects of a
general character shall be published in the offjolarnal La Gacetaand their validity shall

be regulated in accordance with the provisionsisf €Constitution for the coming into force
of the Law.

CHAPTER VIII
The Civil Service

Article 256



The Regime of the Civil Service regulates the emplent and public service function
established between the State and its servanesg loasthe principles of competence,
efficiency and honesty. Personnel administraticalld¥e subject to scientific methods based
on the merit system.

The State shall protect its servants within the iatitrative career.

Article 257

The Law shall regulate the Civil Service and intjgafar conditions for entering the public
administration; promotions and advancement basedesit and qualifications; job security,
transfers, suspensions and guarantees; the dépebloc servants and reviewability against
decisions that affect them.

Article 258

Both in the Central Government and in any of theedéralized agencies of the State, no
person may hold at the same time two or more renated public offices except those

rendering medical care or educational services.

No functionary, employee or public worker that iges a regular salary shall receive a per
diem allowance for the provision of a service infpenance of his duties.

Article 259

The provisions of this Chapter shall apply to fumearies and employees of decentralized
and Municipal institutions.

CHAPTER IX
Decentralized Institutions

Article 260

Decentralized institutions may be established bylgpecial law, provided the following are
guaranteed:

1. Greater efficiency in the administration of tieional interests;
2. The satisfaction of mass public service needs oonprofit basis;
3. Greater effectiveness in achieving the purpo$#éise public administration.

4. Economic and administrative justification of ttest of their operation, of the expected
yield or benefit or, where appropriate, of the estpd savings;

5. Exclusiveness of the field, so that their essaibphent does not entail duplication with other
already existing organs of the public administnatio



6. The development and exploitation of propertiesesources belonging to the State; the
participation of the State in those areas of ecoo@ativities that it considers necessary and
advisable for achieving its purposes of social pgeg and general welfare; and

7. The general legal regime of the decentralizettutions will be established by the means
of the general law of public administration to bsued.

Article 261

To establish or suppress a decentralized agendyahenal Congress shall decide by the
vote of two-thirds of its members.

Prior to the issuance of laws relating to decelziedlinstitutions, the National Congress must
seek the opinion of the Executive Power.

Article 262

The decentralized institutions enjoy functional adeninistrative independence and for that
purpose may issue such regulations as are necessamding to law.

The decentralized institutions shall operate unidedirection and supervision of the State
and their chairmen, directors or managers shadldseuntable for their activities. The law
shall stipulate the necessary mechanisms for thealf decentralized institutions.

Article 263

The following may not be Presidents, General Margge Directors General of the
Decentralized Institutions:

1. The relatives of the President of the Repubiit the Designates within the fourth degree
of consanguinity or the second degree of affinity.

Article 264

The chairmen, directors general and managers @ntiedized agencies of the State shall
have a term of office of four years and their motflappointment and removal shall be in
accordance with the respective laws establishiagith

Article 265

Functionaries who in any capacity exercise directunctions of decentralized agencies shall
be officials of trust of the Executive Power but¢ #mployment relations of the other
employees of these institutions shall be regulbatethe juridical regime applicable to

workers in general. The modalities, content anghead these regimes shall be normalized by
the pertinent laws, regulations and collective agrents.

Article 266

The decentralized institutions shall submit to@eantral Government the Plan of Operations
[Plano Operativo]for the corresponding fiscal year, accompanied bescriptive and



analytical report of each of the basic specifievéttts to be carried out, together with a
comprehensive budget for the execution of the ptarterned.

The Secretary of State in the Departments of Fieamcl Public Credit and the Superior
Council for Economic Planning shall separately prepopinions for the purpose of
determining the consistency of such documents thighdevelopment plans approved.

Once they are approved by the President of the Iitiepthe opinions shall be sent to the
decentralized institutions concerned.

The directive organs of the decentralized instingishall not approve the plan or the annual
budget until the changes proposed in the opiniotemed have been incorporated into them.

Article 267

The decentralized organisms of the State shall setite Legislative Power, within the first
fifteen days of the month of September of each flearespective annual itemized
preliminary draft budgets for approval.

Article 268

The decentralized institutions must present tadéetral Government a detailed report on the
net results of the financial activities of theirgorfiscal year.

Likewise, they must present a report on the physicd financial progress of all the programs
and projects being executed.

The Secretary of State in the Department of FinamcePublic Credit and the Superior
Council for Economic Planning shall evaluate theuhes of the work of each decentralized
entity and shall make pertinent observations andmenendations.

Article 269

The Executive Power may, through the correspondiamnnel[medio del conducto]dispose
of the net profits of the decentralized [instituisp that carry on economic activities, when
they do not affect the development of those [ingtins] or the execution of their priority
programs or projects.

Article 270

The Law shall specify the contracts that must dmrstied to public bidding by decentralized
institutions.

Article 271
Any substantial change in the Plan of Operatiomstha budget of a decentralized institution

shall previously require a favorable opinion frdme Superior Council for Economic Planning
and from the Secretary of State in the Departmehktr@ance and Public Credit.



CHAPTER X
The Armed Forces

Article 272

The Armed Forces of Honduras are a National Instituof permanent and essentially
professional, apolitical, obedient and non-delibeeacharacter.

They are established to defend the territorialgntg and sovereignty of the Republic, to
maintain peace, public order and the rule of thedfitution, the principles of free suffrage
and alternation in the exercise of the Presidef¢lyeoRepublic.

Article 273

The Armed Forces shall comprise the High CommamohyAAir Force, Navy, Public
Security Force, the organisms and dependenciesmatzl by the Constitutive Law.

Article 274

The Armed Forces shall be subject to the provisadrte Constitutive Laws and of the other
laws and regulations governing their functioningey shall cooperate with the Executive
Power in the tasks of literacy training, educat@griculture, conservation of national
resources, highways, communications, health, agragform and in emergency situations.
Article 275

A special law shall regulate the functioning of Maitary Tribunals.

Article 276

Military service is obligatory for all citizens lve¢en the ages of 18 and 30. A special law
shall regulate its operation.

In the event of an international war, all Honduraapable of rendering service, without
discrimination, shall be soldiers.

Article 277

The Armed Forces shall be under the direct comnoétide Commander-in-Chief of the
Armed ForcegJefe de las Fuerzas Armadashrough him, the President of the Republic
shall perform his constitutional function relatitagthem, in accordance with the Constitutive
Law of the Armed Forces.

Article 278

Orders given by the President of the Republic @®@Ahmed Forces, through the Commander-
in-Chief of the Armed Forces, must be obejartada] and executed.

Article 279



The Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces mus BeneraJGeneral] or Superior

Officer [Superior] with the rank of Colonel of the Army or its equieat, on active service, a
Honduran by birth, and shall be elected by the dati Congress from a list of three proposed
by the Superior Council of the Armed Forces.

His term of office shall be three years and he mayemoved from his office by the National
Congress only when ground for impeachment has deelared by a two-thirds vote of its
members; and in the other cases provided for by élmeEstablishing the Armed Forces.

No relative of the President of the Republic ohisflegal substitutes within the fourth degree
of consanguinity or the second degree of affinigyrbe elected Commander-in-Chief of the
Armed Forces.

Article 280

On taking office the Commander-in-Chief of the Adhféorces shall take before the National
Congress the legal oath for every public functignar

Article 281

In the event of temporary absence of the Commaimd€hief of the Armed Forces, the Chief
of the General Staff of the Armed Fordéefe del Estado Mayor Conjuntshall perform his
functions. In the event of permanent absence, tipei$or Council of the Armed Forces shall
propose, within the following fifteen days, a lidtthree candidates so that the National
Congress may elect the one to fill the vacancyterremainder of the period for which he
had been elected. Until the election takes pldmeChief of the General Staff of the Armed
Forces shall fill the vacant post.

Article 282

The Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces shgloapt the personnel of the Armed
Forces through the Office of the Secretary of Naldefense and Public Security.

Article 283

The General StafEstado Mayor Generalpf the Armed Forces is a dependent organism of
the office of the Commander-in-Chigomando en Jefedhereof and shall have such
functions as the Law specifies.

Article 284

The territory of the Republic shall be divided imbdlitary regions for reasons of national
security and each shall be in the charge of a Gifitfe Military Regior{Jefe de Region
Militar]. Each region shall operate in accordance with theigions of the respective laws
and may be divided into districts and sectionscecoedance with the orders of the
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces.

Article 285



The Superior Council of the Armed Forces is thesattative organ in all matters relating to
that Institution.

It shall act as the decision-making organ in matéthin its competence and as the Superior
Tribunal of the Armed Forces in matters submitteds cognizance.

Article 286

The Superior Council of the Armed Forces will begided over by the Commander-in-Chief
of the Armed Forces and will be composed as s@ekifi the Constitutive Law of the same.

Article 287

The National Council on Defense and Security i€bgicreated; a special law shall regulate
its organization and functioning.

Article 288

Candidates for commissions in the Armed Forced bleatducated in military training
centers. Training centers shall be organized feratims and services in accordance with the
needs of the Institution.

Article 289

The College of National Defense is establishedhasighest center of learning of the Armed
Forces, responsible for the training of selecttamji and civilian personnel so that they may
participate jointly in the national strategic plamnin the political, economic, social and
military fields.

Article 290

Military ranks are acquired only by strict promatim accordance with the respective law.
Military personnel may not be deprived of theirkaphonors or pensions except as provided
for by Law. Promotions from Sub-Lieutenant to Captanclusive, shall be conferred by the
President of the Republic on the proposal of them@ander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces;
promotions from Major to Major General, inclusigball be conferred by the National
Congress on the joint proposal of the Presideth®@Republic and the Commander-in-Chief
of the Armed Forces. The General Staff of the ArfRertes shall make a report on each
promotion requested.

Article 291

For the protection, welfare and social securitglbthe members of the Armed Forces, the
Institute of Military Welfare shall function in asmdance with the corresponding law.

Article 292

The manufacture, import, distribution and salerais ammunition and similar articles is
reserved as an exclusive faculty of the Armed Force



Article 293

The administration of the funds appropriated f@ departmeniramo] of Defense shall be

the responsibility of the general Disbursement €@ffof the Armed ForcgPagaduria
General],which shall receive from the Secretariat of Firmand Public Credit quarterly
advances of the funds appropriated in the Genardg8 of Incomes and Expenditures of the
Republic.

CHAPTER XI
The Departmental and Municipal Regime

Article 294

The national territory shall be divided into depaghts. Their establishment and boundaries
shall be determined by the National Congress.

The departments shall be divided into autonomousicipalities administered by
corporations elected by the people, accordinged_Hw.

Article 295

The Central District consists of a single munidiyainade up of the former municipalities of
Tegucigalpa and Comayaguela.

Article 296

The Law shall establish the organization and fuumitig of the municipalities and the
requirements for being a municipal official or eoyde.

Article 297

The municipalities shall freely appoint the empleyender their dependency including the
police officers paid with their own funds.

Article 298

In the exercise of their private functions and jed they are not contrary to the laws, the
Municipal Corporations shall be independent ofRlosvers of State and shall be accountable
to the tribunals of justice for abuses committegividually or collectively, without prejudice
to administrative liability.

Article 299

The economic and social development of the munlitigs must form part of Programs of the
National Development.

Article 300

Every municipality shall have sufficient communrahdi[tierras ejidales]to ensure its
existence and normal development.



Article 301

Taxes and contributions levied on income derivedhfinvestments made in the respective
municipality, as well as the participation incumbapon it for the exploitation or processing
of the natural resources located in its municipakgiction, shall be paid into the Municipal
Treasury, except where reasons of national conmeaieequire them to be used for other
purposes.

Article 302

For the exclusive purposes of ensuring the imprergrand development of the
communities, citizens shall have the right to fyesdsociate themselves in civic associations,
to establish Federations or Confederations. Theslall regulate this right.

CHAPTER XII
The Judicial Power

Article 303

The power to dispense justice emanates from thpl@emd is administered free of charge on
behalf of the State by independent magistrateguadges. The Judicial Power consists of a
Supreme Court of Justice, the Courts of Appeald,the Courts established by the Law.

The Supreme Court of Justice shall have its sedueirCapital of the Republic, shall be
composed of nine principal magistrates and sevemaltes, elected by the National
Congress, and shall be divided into champsakas], in accordance with the provisions of the
Internal Regulations of that Court.

Article 304

The President of the Supreme Court of Justice bleadllected by the National Congress for a
term of four years.

Article 305

The term of Magistrates of the Supreme Court ofideishall be four years and they may be
reelected.

The vacancies shall be filled for the remaindethefterm.
Article 306

The Judicial Power shall receive an annual appatipri of not less than 3 percent of the
Budget of the Net Income of the Republic, excludoans and grants.

Article 307
No person shall be a Magistrate of the Supremet@dulustice unless: he is a citizen in the

enjoyment of his rights, a Honduran national byhia lawyer before the Tribunals of the
Republic, a member of the Bar Association, mora thaty-five years of age, a layman and



has held the post of Judge of Lettehgez de Letraspr Magistrate of the Court of Appeals,
or has exercised the profession, for at leastyeas's.

Article 308

The following persons may not be elected justidab® Supreme Court of Justice:

1. Those who have any of the disqualificationsd@lSecretary of State; and

2. Relatives within the fourth degree of consanigyior the second degree of affinity.

The provisions of number 1 above apply to the appuent of magistrates of the Courts of
Appeals; and the disqualifications mentioned in han? above apply to the appointment of
magistrates of the same Courts of Appeals.

Article 309

Judges and magistrates may not be removed, sushdratesferred or retired, except for the
causes and with the guarantees provided in the Law.

The Law shall regulate the judicial career and amattelating to ensuring the competence,
stability or independence of the judges, in additim establishing norms relating to
competence, organization and functioning of thédmals, when not otherwise provided for
in this Constitution.

Article 310
No judgment shall have more than two instancesjuthge or magistrate who has exercised
jurisdiction in one of them may not try the otheoy in cassation, on the same matter without

incurring responsibility.

Nor may relatives within the fourth degree of carganity or the second degree of affinity
participate as judges in the same case.

Article 311

The position of servinfcalidada] as judge or justice is incompatible with the fesercise of
the legal profession and of a functionary or emewgf other public powers except that of
teacher or Diplomat ad hoc.

Judges or Magistrates in service may not takefpaeny reason in partisan political
activities of any kind except that of casting th@@rsonal vote, nor may they join a union or
go on strike.

Article 312

The magistrates, judges, agents of the public tnyn@nd officials of justice may not be
obligated to undergo military service, or to attemdltary exercises or drills.

Article 313



The Tribunals of Justice shall request the assistafthe Police Force in the enforcement of
their resolutions; if it is denied to them or i awailable, they shall require it from the
citizens.

He who without reason refuses to give assistanak islsur responsibility.

Article 314

It is the private faculty of the Tribunals of Justito judge and execute judgment. They are
responsible for the application of the laws in sfpecases.

Article 315

In cases of incompatibility between a constitutiom@m and a rule of ordinary law, a Judge
shall apply the former.

Likewise, he shall apply a legal norm over all otbgbordinate norms.
Article 316

The Law shall regulate the organization and fumatig of the Tribunals, Jurisdictions
[Juzgados]and the Public Ministry.

Article 317

Without detriment to the independence of judgesraadistrates, the law shall prescribe what
is necessary to ensure the proper and correctifunag of the Tribunals of Justice and shall
provide effective means of meeting their functiomadl administrative needs, as well as the
organization of the auxiliary services.

Article 318

The contentious-administrative jurisdiction is HBrereated. The Law shall establish the
competence of the tribunals as well as their ogimn and functioning.

Article 319
The Supreme Court of Justice shall have the folgvwaowerdatribuciones}.
1. To enact its Internal Regulation;

2. To try official and common crimes of high furmtaries of the Republic, when the National
Congress has declared that there are grounds peachment;

3. To try in second instance all cases that thatSaf Appeals have heard in first instance;

4. To confer the title of Lawyer and authorize thedo have obtained it to exercise the
profession of Notary;



5. To declare whether or not there are groundsifdrof such functionaries and employees
that the Law determines;

6. To try cases of extradition and such othergasaabe judged in accordance with
International Law;

7. To take cognizance of recourses of cassatioorditg) to the Law;
8. To hear cases of the recourses of amparo amgiaeaccording to the Law;

9. To appoint magistrates, judges, public prosesiiscales] and other functionaries and
employees, according to the Law;

10. To publish th&aceta Judicigl

11. To accept or refuse to accept the resignafidnationaries appointed by it and to grant
leave to them and to its own members;

12. To declare laws to be unconstitutional in tlener and cases provided in this
Constitution;

13. To prepare the Proposed Budget of the Juddcaler and to present it to the Executive
Power for inclusion in the General Budget of Revemnand Expenditures; and

14. Such other s as are conferred upon it by thiss@ution and the laws.
Article 320

The Special Disbursements Offifgagaduria Especialpf the Judicial Power shall pay the
salaries of functionaries and employees of the agtnation of justice and its expenses.

The General Treasury of the Republic shall paytgusgrin advance the necessary funds for
making these payments.

The Special Disbursement Office of the Judicial Boghall be a dependency of the Supreme
Court of Justice.

The Supreme Court of Justice is responsible foagimintment of the Disbursements Officer
[Pagador]. He shall post a bond according to the Law.

CHAPTER XIII
The Responsibility of the State and of its Servants

Article 321

The servants of the State shall have no facultiesrdahan those expressly conferred on them
by the Law. Any act they execute outside the lanuk and void and implies responsibility.

Article 322



On taking up his post a public functionary shaletéhe following legal oath: “I promise to be
faithful to the Republic, to comply with and enferihe Constitution and the laws.”

Article 323

The functionaries are the repositories of authphgally responsible for their official
conduct, subject to the law and never superiot. to i

No functionary or employee, civil or military, idbligated to comply with unlawful orders or
orders that imply the commission of a crime.

Article 324

If in the performance of his duties a public setvafringes the law to the detriment of
private individuals, he shall be civilly and joptlesponsible together with the State and the
State institution in whose service he is workinghaut prejudice to the action of repetition
[accion de repeticidnihat these may exercise against the servant regpenin cases of
negligence or fraud.

Civil responsibility does not exclude the institutiof administrative and penal responsibility
proceedings against the offender.

Article 325

Civil responsibility proceedings against servaritthe State prescribe in a period of ten
years; penal responsibility proceedings, in twleetime indicated by the penal law.

In both cases, the period of prescription shallfram the date on which the public servant
has ceased to perform the duties of the post istwie incurred responsibility.

There is no period of limitation in cases in whibke death of one or more persons was caused
by willful act or omission and for political reason

Article 326

The action to prosecute violators of the rightgaarantees established in this Constitution
may be instituted by any person without bond or fanmality and by simple denunciation.

Article 327

The Law shall regulate the civil liability of the&e, as well as the joint civil, penal and
administrative liability of servants of the State.

TITLE VI
THE ECONOMIC REGIME

CHAPTER |
The Economic System

Article 328



The economic system of Honduras is based on theiples of efficiency in production and
social justice in the distribution of wealth andioaal income, as well as on the harmonious
coexistence of the factors of production that makessible to dignify labor as the principal
source of wealth and as a means of fulfillmentheftiuman person.

Article 329

The State promotes economic and social developmaith will be subject to appropriate
planning. The Law shall regulate the system andgs® of planning with the participation of
the Powers of State, and political, economic amiasorganizations shall be duly
represented.

Article 330

The national economy is based on the democratihandonious coexistence of various
forms of ownership and enterprise.

Article 331

The State recognizes, guarantees and promote®fneefdconsumption, savings, investment,
employment, initiative, commerce, industry, contracsiness and any others that flow from
the principles that underlie this Constitution. Hewer, the exercise of these freedoms may
not be contrary to the social interest nor harrtduhorals, health, or public security.

Article 332

The practice of economic activities primarily bedsrto individuals. However, the State, for
reasons of public policy or social interest, magerge to itself the operation of specified
basic industries, ventures, and services affegyeal fiuiblic interest and issue economic, fiscal
and public security measures and laws to chantelylate, supervise, orient and supplement
private initiative on the basis of a rational at@nmed economic policy.

Article 333

The basis of the intervention of the State in tt@nemy shall be the public and social
interest, and its limits shall be rights and liEstrecognized by this Constitution.

Article 334

Commercial companies shall be subject to the cbaird supervision of an office of the
Superintendent of Companies, whose organizatioropedation shall be determined by law.

Cooperatives shall be answerable to the agencynatheé form and to the extent established
by the pertinent laws.

Article 335
The State shall order its external economic ralgtion the basis of fair international

cooperation, Central American economic integrataorg respect for the treaties and
agreements it signs, insofar as they are not opigtostine national interest.



Article 336

Foreign investment shall be authorized, registaretisupervised by the State. It shall
supplement and never substitute for national imaest.

Foreign enterprises shall be subject to the lavik@Republic.
Article 337

Small-scale industry and commerce is the patrinadrifonduran nationals and its protection
shall be the subject matter of a Law.

Article 338

The Law shall regulate and promote the organizatfacooperatives of all kinds, without the
basic economic and social principles of this Coatstin being altered or eluded.

Article 339

Monopolies, monopsonigsionosonias] oligopolies[oligopolios], hoarding and similar
practices in industrial and commercial activity prehibited.

The temporary privileges granted to inventors, aigcers or authors as scientific, literary,
artistic or commercial property, patents of invens or trademarks are not considered private
monopolies.

Article 340

The technical and rational exploitation of the maltwesources of the Nation is declared to be
of public utility and necessity.

The State shall regulate their development in atawre with the social interest and shall
establish the conditions for their grant to induads.

The reforestation of the country and the consewnmatif forests are declared to be of national
convenience and collective interest.

Article 341

The Law may establish restrictions, modalities rmhbitions for the acquisition, transfer, use
and enjoyment of State and municipal propertyréaisons of public policy, social interest or
national convenience.

CHAPTER I
Currency and Banking

Article 342

The issue of currency is the exclusive power ofState, which shall exercise it through the
Central Bank of Honduras.



The banking, currency and credit regime shall igeileged by the Law.

The State, through the Central Bank of Honduraal] ble responsible for the formulation and
development of the monetary, credit and exchantjeypaf the country, duly coordinated
with the planned economic policy.

Article 343

The Central Bank of Honduras shall regulate andapthe granting of loans, discounts,
guarantees and other credit operations; commissatiosvances or bonuses of any kind that
banking, financing, or insurance institutions grianshareholders that hold a majority interest,
directors, and officers.

In addition, it shall regulate and approve the granof loans, discount, guarantees and other
credit operations to companies in which the shddshe hold a majority interest.

Any violation of the provisions of this article $hiae punished in accordance with such
regulations as the Central Bank may issue, witpogjudice to any civil or penal actions of
responsibility resulting therefrom.

CHAPTER 1l
Agrarian Reform

Article 344

The Agrarian Reform is a comprehensive processaaridstrument for the transformation of
the agrarian structure of the country, aimed dtepg latifundia and minifundia by a system
of ownership, tenure, and use of the land thatantaes social justice in rural areas and
increases the production and productivity of thecadfural sector.

The implementation of the Agrarian Reform is desthio be of public necessity and utility.
Article 345

The Agrarian Reform is an essential part of theal/development strategy of the Nation

and therefore any other economic and social pglitiat the Government may approve shall
be formulated and executed in harmony with it, ey those related, among others, to
education, housing, employment, infrastructure ketémg and technical and credit assistance.

The Agrarian Reform shall be implemented in sugfag as to ensure the effective
participation of agricultural workers in conditioasequality with other sectors of production,
in the process of economic, social and politicaled@ment of the Nation.

Article 346
It is the duty of the State to adopt measuresatept the rights and interests of the
indigenous communities in the country, especidllthe lands and forests in which they are

settled.

Article 347



Agricultural production must be preferably aimedatisfying the food requirements of the
Honduran population, within the framework of a pglof adequate supply and fair prices for
the producer and the consumer.

Article 348

The agrarian reform plans of the National Agratiastitute and the other decisions of the
State in agrarian matters shall be formulated emmlemented with the effective participation
of legally recognized organizations of agricultusarkers, farmers, and stockraisers.

Article 349

The expropriation of property for the purpose afaaigin reform or for developing and
improving communities, or for any other purposesational interest determined by the Law,
shall be carried out on the basis of just compémsdty cash payments and, where
appropriate, agrarian debt bonds. These bondsishalbligatorily acceptable, shall enjoy
sufficient guarantees by the State, and shall kaga nominal values, redemption periods,
interest rates and other requirements as the LaAgdrian Reform determines.

Article 350

The properties that may be expropriated for the@pses of the Agrarian Reform or the
development and improvement of communities areusketly rural holdings and the useful
and necessary improvements attached to them wiegseasice may be detrimental to the
economic production unit.

CHAPTER IV
Financial Regime

Article 351

The tax system shall be governed by the principtésgality, proportionality, generality and
equity, in accordance with the economic capacittheftaxpayer.

CHAPTER V
Public Wealth

Article 352

The public wealth comprises:

1. All movable and immovable properties of the &tat
2. All its active credits; and

3. Its net available funds.

Article 353

The financial obligations of the State are:



1. Debts legally incurred for current expendituréenvestment outlays originating in the
execution of the Budget of General Revenues an@mdifures; and

2. Other debts legally recognized by the State.
Article 354

Fiscal or public properties may be awarded or feansd only to the persons and in the
manner and under the conditions determined by law.

The State reserves itself the power to establishamtify the demarcation of areas for the
control and protection of natural resources inrthgonal territory.

Article 355
The administration of public funds correspondshi® Executive Power.

For the collection, custody and expenditure of éhfesds, there shall be a general treasury
service.

However, the Executive Power may delegate the fometof collector and depository to the
Central Bank.

In addition, the Law may establish special disbonesat services.
Article 356

The State guarantees the payment of the publicideltred only by constitutional
governments, in accordance with this Constitutiod the Laws.

Any norm or act that contravenes the provisionthisf Article shall incur the civil, penal and
administrative responsibility of the offenders, athshall be imprescriptible.

Article 357

The authorizations of external or internal indebess$ of the central government,
decentralized organisms and municipal governmeigh include State guarantees or
endorsementfavales], shall be regulated by the Law.

Article 358

Local governments may undertake domestic creditatip®ms under their exclusive
responsibility, but they shall require the authatiizns specified by special laws.

Article 359

Public taxation, expenditure and indebtedness blegtiroportionate to the gross domestic
product, according to the Law.

Article 360



The contracts which the State enters into for thestruction of public works, procurement of
supplies and services, purchase or rental of goodst be executed following a public
bidding, competition or auction, according to trelL

Excepted are the contracts whose purpose is totmeeecessities occasioned by a state of
emergency and those which by their nature can te¥exhinto only with a specified person.

CHAPTER VI
Budget

Article 361
The financial resources of the State are:

1. Revenues received from taxes, fees, contribsitimyalties, grants or under any other
handling;

2. Revenues derived from State enterprises, migptat enterprises, or those in which the
State has an equity participation; and

3. Special revenue derived from public credit oy ather sources.

Article 362

All fiscal revenues and expenditures shall appe#né General Budget of the Republic,
which shall be voted annually in accordance wiinpked economic policy and with the
annual plans of operations approved by the Govenhime

Article 363

All regular fiscal revenues shall constitute a &rfignd.

No revenue may be created designated for a specificNevertheless, the law may specify
[afectar] revenue for the service of the public debt anetidat the proceeds of specified
taxes and general contributions be divided betvieemational Treasury and those of the
municipalities in predetermined proportions or amsu

In addition, the Law may, in accordance with thenpled policy, authorize specified State
enterprises or mixed economy enterprises to coléelrhinister, or invest financial resources
derived from the performance of the economic agisiwhich correspond to them.

Article 364

No commitment may be made and no payment may bketeftf that exceeds the
appropriations voted in the Budget or violateskibdgetary rules.

The offenders shall be civilly, penally and admiiragvely responsible.

Article 365



The Executive Power, under its responsibility arml/gled the National Congress is not in
session, may incur loans, change the purpose afilrorized item, or open additional credits
for satisfying urgent or unforeseen necessitigheénevent of war, internal disturbance or
public calamity, or for meeting international coniments, all of which are to be accounted
for in detail to the National Congress at the sghset legislature.

The same procedure shall be followed in the casblajations of the State arising from final

judgments for the payment of employment benefitemho budgetary item exists or when
such item has been exhausted.

Article 366

The Budget shall be voted by the Legislative Posvethe basis of the proposal submitted by
the Executive Power.

Article 367

The Bill of the Budget shall be submitted by thesEixtive Power to the National Congress
within the first fifteen days of the month of Septeer of each year.

Article 368

The Organic Law of the Budget shall establish atters relating to the preparation,
calculation, execution and liquidation of the budd&hen the budget for a new fiscal year
has not been voted at the end of the fiscal ybarphe corresponding to the previous period
shall continue in effect.

Article 369

The Law shall determine the organization and fumgtig of the General Supply Office
[Proveeduria Generalpf the Republic.

Article 370

For the control and supervision of movable and imatde State property, there shall be an
office for the administration of national properfihe Law shall determine its organization
and functioning.

Article 371

The preventive inspection of the execution of thelget of General Revenues and
Expenditures of the Republic shall be the respdlitgibf the Executive Power which must

especially:

1. Verify the collection and supervise the custagynmitment and outlay of public funds;
and

2. Approve all outlays of public funds, in accordanvith the Budget.

The law shall establish the procedures and scoff@soinspection.



Article 372

The preventive inspection of decentralized ingbng and municipalities shall be carried out
in accordance with the provisions of the respedaves.

TITLE VII
AMENDMENT AND INVIOLABILITY OF THE CONSTITUTION

CHAPTER |
Amendment of the Constitution

Article 373

The amendment of this Constitution may be decrgetid National Congress, in ordinary
sessions, with two-thirds of the votes of all itsmbers. The Decree shall specify for that
purpose the article or articles that are to be al®énwhich must be ratified by the subsequent
ordinary legislature, by the same number of vatesrder to take effect.

Article 374

The foregoing article, this article, the articléglee Constitution relating to the form of
government, national territory, the presidentiatrigthe prohibition from reelection to
President of the Republic, the citizen who hasesas President under any title, and to
persons who may not be President of the Republithtbosubsequent period may not be
amended.

CHAPTER I
The Inviolability of the Constitution

Article 375

This Constitution does not cease to be in effectdoes it cease to be in force by act of force
or when it is allegedly repealed or amended byraagns or procedure other than that which
it itself provides. In these cases, every citizehether or not invested with authority, has the
duty to cooperate in maintaining or reestablishiagffectiveness.

Persons responsible for the events specified ifirgtepart of the foregoing paragraph, as
well as the principal functionaries of governmehit may subsequently be organized, shall
be tried in accordance with this Constitution amellaws issued in conformity therewith, if
they have not assisted in immediately reestablgsthie rule of this Constitution and the
authorities constituted in accordance therewitte Tongress may, by a vote of an absolute
majority of its members, decree the forfeiture lbbapart of the property of those persons
and of others who have enriched themselves by aoppf the sovereignty of the people or
by usurping the public powers, to compensate thmuBlec for any losses incurred on account
of them.

TITLE VI
TRANSITORY PROVISIONS AND THE ENTRY INTO FORCE
OF THE CONSTITUTION



CHAPTER |
Transitory Provisions

Article 376

All laws, decree-laws, decrees, regulations, ordadsother provisions that were in effect at
the time this Constitution was promulgated shatitcwe to be observed insofar as they are
not in conflict with it or until they have been bty repealed or amended.

Article 377

The three percent of the net income budget, exatuldians and grants, that is appropriated to
the Judicial Power shall be granted gradually chesannual budgetary period until that
percentage is reached.

Article 378

The Constitution issued by the Constituent Natigkedembly on the third day of June, one
thousand nine hundred and seventy-five, is repdajetis Constitution.

CHAPTER I
The Entry into Force of the Constitution

Article 379

This Constitution shall be sworn in a public antesm session and shall enter into force on
the twentieth day of January nineteen hundred aidyetwo.

Done in the hall of sessions of the National Canstit Assembly, in the city of Tegucigalpa,
Central District, on the eleventh day of Januarg throusand nine hundred and eighty-two.

Oceana™

198 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10016
(212) 726-6000



