Constitution of the Tunisian Republic

Chapter 3: Legislative Power

Article 50

only be put in place where necessary in a civil
The people exercise legislative power through their representatives in
the Chamber of the People’s Deputies or through referenda.

Article 51

The seat of the Chamber of the People’s Deputies shall be located in
Tunis and its suburbs. In the event of exceptional circumstances, the
Chambier may hold its sessians n ariy othe¥ place in the Regukblic.

Article 52

The Chamber oi the IPeople’s Deputies shal enjoy financial ana
administrative independence within the framework of the State
budget.

The Chamber of the P@ople’s Deputics shall set s rules of proceciure
and ratify them by an absolute majority of its members.

The State shall prcvice the Chamber with sufficient humear and
material resources to allow deputies to fulfill their obligations.



Article 53

Runnirg for membership cf the Chamber of the People’s Deputies
shall be a right for every Tunisian voter who has held Tunisian
nationalicy for at least 10 years anc  is o younger than 23 vears of
age on the day of candidacy, provided that they are not subject to any

form of exclusion frorm candicacy sipecified by the [aw.
Article 54

Every Tunisian citizen aged over 18 years shall be entitled to vote in
accordarice with the cenditions set by the ilection Law.

Article =5

Members of the Chamber ot the Feople’s Deputies shall be elected in
secret, direct, free. fair and trensparent general elections in
accordance with the Election Law.

Tke Election Law shall guarantee the: right t¢c vate and representatior
in the Chamber of the People’s Deputies for Tunisians abroad.

Article 56

The Chamber of the P@nple’s Deputies shall be elected for five years,
within the last 60 days of the term of their mandate.

In the event of failure tc held the elzctions as a result ¢f imminent
danger, the mandate of the Chamber shall be extended by law.

Article 57

The Chamber of the P@on'e’s Deputies shall held an ordinary sessi@n
starting in October of every year and ending in July, provided that the
first sessicn of the mandate of the Ciamber of the Pecple’s Deputies

shall begin during the 15-day period following the announcement of the fina

| results of the @lections, by invitation froiv the President of the
preceding Chamber.

In the event that the beginning of the first sesSion of the mandate of
the Chamber of the Peaple’s Deputies celcides with the r@cess
thereof, an extraordinary session shall be held until the granting of a
vote of conficercce to the government.
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an investigation committee per year. Its duties include active and

The Chamber of the People’s Deputies shall, during its recess,
convene an extraordinary session upori the request of the President
of the Republic, the Prime Minister or one-third of the meMhers in
order to look into a specified agenda.

Article 58

Every member in the Chamber of the People’s Deputies shall, upon
assuming his or her functions, swear the following oath. “I do
solemrly swear by Almighty Ged that | will work to serve the nat@n

with sincerity, that | will abide by the provisions of the Constitution
and mairitain complete loyalty to Tuirisia”.

Article =S

The Chamber of the People’s Deputies shall elect a President from
amaongst its members in its first session.

The Chamber of the People’s Deputies shall form standing and
specis! cemmitiees. Their responsidilities shall be estaklished and
distributed on the basis of proportional representation.

The Chamber ci the People’s Deputies may form investigation
committees. All authorities shall assist such committees In

undertaking their missions.

Article 60

The opposition is an integral element of the Chamber of the People’s

s and shall have the rights that enable it te udderteke its tasks
in parliamentary work. The opposition is guaranteed an appropriate

and effective representation in all the Chamber's structures ana
internal and external activities, and it shall be given the preSidency of

the financial affairs committee and the rapporteur position within the
foreign affairs ccmmitte=. It shall have the right to establish and head

ctive panicipation in parliamentary work.
Article 61

The process of voting in the Chamber of the People’s Deputies shall
be dcne ir perscr: and rmay not be: del-gatec.
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Article 62

Legislative initiative shall be exercised through proposals for laws by
no less than 10 deputies, or through draft laws by the President of the
Republic, or by the Prirre Minister,

The head of the government is exclusively competent to present draft

laws relating to the ratificaion of treeties anc the draft budget law.
Draft laws shall take priority.

Article £3

Froposed laws or ammencments presented by ceptities shall not be
admitted if their ratification would cause prejudice to the State’s
financial talance as set in the budget lavis.

Article 04

The Chamber of the People’s Deputies shall, by an absolute majority
of its rnermbers, ratify draft organic laws, ard shall, by 2 majority of
the members present, ratify normal draft laws, provided that such a

majority is no less thar: crne-thira of the members of the Chamber.

No draft organic law shall be presented to the Chamber of the
Peopie’s Deputies for deliberation unless a 15-day period has passed
since the date of referral of such law to thre competent committee.

Article GE

Laws relaiing to tre following areas are deerited ordinary Rws:
- Classification of public institutions and facilities and the provisions

regulating sales tnereof,
- &tlzenghlp,

Civil and commercial obligations,

- Procediures tsken befcre various types of courts,
- Specifying felonies and misdemeanours and the
punishments applicakie theretc, in acdition to viclations resulting
i a penalty

involving deprivation of freedom,

- General pardon,

- Requlation of taxation rules, pei€entages and procedures for

collection thereof,

- Regulati :ns of ¢t rency issuance,
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- Loans and financial obligations of the State,
- Regulation of senior public officials,
- DecClaration of assets,
Basic guarantees given to civil and military employees,
- Organisation of the ratificat’on of treaties,
- Laws of finance and balancing of the State budget, and the
ratificatior: of cevelcpment plaiis,
- The fundamental principles of property laws, rights in rem,
education, scientiiic research, culture, public neakh, the envirodmernt,
land and urban pRARing, energy, lakor Rw, @Ad social security.

Laws relzting to the following arees are deemed crgariic lavis:

- Ratification of treaties,

- Qrganisation of justice and the judiciary,

- Organisation of the media, press and publication,

- Organisation @nd funding of political parties, trade unions,
assoclations, and prefessional organisations and Mdies,

- Organisation of the national army,

- Orgaiisation of the irterriel security forces and customs,

- Election law,

- Extension of the term of the Parliament accorcing tc article 56,
- Extension of the presidential term according to article 75,

- Freedoms ana humar nghts,
- Perscnal statu® laws,

- Fundamental duties of citizenship,
- l.ccal authoritizs,
- Organisation of constitutional commissions,
- The organic law for budgets,
All matters that do not form part of the domain of laws shall be part of

general
regulatory powers.
Article 66
The law determines the State’s resources and its expenses in conform

ity with the provisicris set out in the crganic cuoget law.
The Chamber of the People’s Deputies shall ratify the draft finance
laws and the balancing or the budget in accordance with the terms
stipulated under the arganic budget law.
The draft finance law shall be presented to the Chamber no later than
15 October and shall be retified no later tha» 10 Cecemiber.
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The President of the Republic may send the draft finance law back to
the Chamiber for a second reading within the two days following
ratification by the Chamber. In this ca@se, the Chamber Meets to
deliberate a second time within three days to exercise their right of
response.
The parties referred to in the first point of article 120 during the three
days follcwing the ratification of the draft finznce lavil@gyChamber
when the latter deliberates a second time after the draft finance law is
returned 10 it or after tne term @ exercise the right of response
expires without its exercise, in such a case such parties can contest
the unconstitutionality of the provisions of the draft finance law before
the Constitutional Ccurt, vihich shall issue its decisior within nc later
than five days of such contestation being lodged.
If the court rules that the provisiciis are uncaonstituticnal, it shall
communicate its decision to the President of the Republic, who in turn
shall communicate it to the President of the Chamber of the People’s
Deputies, all of which shall be completed within two days of the date
of the court's decision. The Chamber shall ratify the draft finance law
within thie three ceys following its being inforrred of the decision of
the Constitutional Court.
It the court MleS that the provisions are ccristitutional cr in case cf
ratification a second time after its return to the Chamber or upon the
expiration of the term for response and coniestation without either of
these occurring, the President of the Republic shall ratify the craft
finance law within two days. In all cases, the law shall be sealed no
later than 31 December
If the draft finance law is not ratified by 31 December, the law can be
implemented Mscfar as it relates (¢ expencitures, in instalMents cf
three months subject to renewal by a presidential order, and

revenues shall contnue to be collected in accordance with the laws in
force.

Article &7

Ccemiriercial — tredties  and  treaties  relatea  tc  international
organisations, the territorial borders of the State, the financial
obligations of the State, tne status of indiviauals, or prov8ions of a
legislative nature shall be submittec for approval te the Chamber of
the People’s Deputies.

Treaties shal' orly come irito ferce upon their ratification.
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Article 68

No member of the Chamber of the People’s Deputies may be
prosecut ¢ for acivil or crimfal matter, arrested or tried for

expressing opinions or proposals or undertaking acts that are related to the p
erformance of their parliementary fusctions.

Article 69

If the deputy maintains his or her criminal immunity in writing, the
deputy may not ke prosecuted or arrested during his or her term of
office for a criminal charge unless immunity is lifted.

In the event cf flagrante delicto, the deputy may be arrested and the
President of the Chamber shall immediately be notified, and the
deputy shall be released if the Bureau of the Chiarmber so requests.

Article 70
In the event of the dissolution of the Chamber of the People’s Ceputie
s, the Fresidernit of the Republic may issue decrees with the
approval of the Prime Minister, to be submitted for ratification to the Chahiber

during its subsequent ordinary session.

The Chamber of the Pecple’s Deputies may with three-fifths of its
members delegate authority for a limited period and for a certain
purpcse to the Prime Minister to issue decree-lenws 10 he submitted
for ratification to the Chamber upon the end of the period mentioned.

The Election Law is excluded from this process.



of the Constitutional Court.

8. The temporary commission overseeing judicial justice continues its
functions until the complete formation of the Supreme Judicial
Council.

The Independent Commission for Audio-visual Communication
(HAICA) continues its functions until the election of the Audio-Visual
Communication Commission.

9. The State commits to implementing the transitional justice system
in all its domains within the timeline set by related legislation, and in
this regard, no claim of retroactivity of laws or the existence of a
previous pardon or the binding force of double jeopardy or statute of
limitations or prescription of the crime or punishment, may be
admitted.

Article 149

The Military Court continues to exercise the powers granted to it by
current laws until the latter are amended in accordance with the
provisions of Article 110.
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