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LIAISON AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE MINISTRY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF THE REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA
AND THE EUROPEAN UNION AGENCY FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT COOPERATION

The Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Armenia, hereafter referred to as “the
Ministry of Internal Affairs”, to which the Police is a subordinate state body,

and

the European Union Agency for Law Enforcement Cooperation,
hereafter referred to as “Europol”,

- hereafter collectively referred to as “"The Parties” or individually as “Party” -

Having regard to Regulation (EU) 2016/794 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 11 May 2016 on the European Union Agency for Law Enforcement Cooperation
(Europol) and replacing and repealing Council Decisions 2009/371/JHA, 2009/934/JHA,
2009/935/JHA, 2009/936/JHA and 2009/968/JHA, as amended (hereafter “the Europol
Regulation”), in particular Article 23 thereof;

Having regard to the Working Arrangement establishing cooperative relations between
the law enforcement authorities of the Republic of Armenia and the European Union
Agency for Law Enforcement Cooperation signed on 16 and 28 September 2021
(hereafter referred to as “the Arrangement”), and in particular Article 9 thereof;

Whereas the cooperation between the Parties on the basis of the Arrangement requires
the deployment of liaison officers,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1
Liaison Officer

1. The Parties agree to enhance the co-operation as laid down in the Arrangement
through the deployment of one or more liaison officer(s) (hereafter “the liaison
officer”).

2. The number of liaison officers accredited shall be agreed between the Parties.

Article 2
Tasks of the Liaison Officer

It shall be the task of the liaison officer to support and facilitate the cooperation between
the law enforcement authorities of the Republic of Armenia, Europol and the Member
States of the European Union in line with the Arrangement. In particular, the liaison
officer shall be responsible for supporting contacts between the law enforcement
authorities of the Republic of Armenia, Europol and the Member States of the European
Union and for facilitating the exchange of information.



Article 3
Status of the Liaison Officer

The liaison officer shall be regarded as a formal representative of the law
enforcement authorities of the Republic of Armenia with respect to Europol. Europol
shall facilitate the liaison officer’s stay within the Netherlands as far as this is within
its possibilities; it shall in particular facilitate contacts with the appropriate Dutch
authorities in matters of privileges and immunities as far as necessary.

. The liaison officer shall be a representative of the authorities responsible for
preventing and combating criminal offences as defined in the Arrangement.

. The liaison officer shall perform their tasks on behalf of the law enforcement
authorities of the Republic of Armenia and no employment relationship with Europol is
established by virtue of the deployment.

Article 4
Exchange of information

Any exchange of information between Europol and the liaison officer shall only take
place in accordance with the provisions of the Arrangement. Any exchange of
information between the law enforcement authorities of the Republic of Armenia and
the Europol National Units of the Member States of the European Union or contact
points of third parties shall be in accordance with the respective applicable legislation.

When exchanging information, the liaison officer shall communicate directly with
Europol through representatives appointed for this purpose by Europol. The liaison
officer shall not have direct access to operational information processed by Europol in
accordance with Article 18 of the Europol Regulation.

Article 5
Confidentiality

The Ministry of Internal Affairs shall ensure that the liaison officer is security cleared
at least at the level of CONFIDENTIEL UE / EU CONFIDENTIAL or equivalent. A
security clearance certificate shall be issued for the liaison officer by the competent
national security authority and presented to Europol. It shall clearly indicate the
security cleared liaison officer, the security clearance level and the period of its
validity.

. The liaison officer shall be bound by an obligation of discretion and confidentiality
related to Europol information and activities, and shall be required to sign a
declaration to that effect.

Article 6
Administrative issues

Europol shall arrange for the facilities, which are necessary for the tasks and
obligations of the liaison officer as outlined in this agreement, such as office space
and telecommunications equipment within the premises of Europol, at the cost of
Europol. The costs of telecommunication shall however be borne by the Ministry of
Internal Affairs.



2. Europol shall ensure that the liaison officer is fully informed of and associated with all
its activities, in line with the Arrangement and in so far as necessary for the
performance of their tasks. Europol shall refrain from any undue interference
preventing a proper performance of the liaison officer's functions and tasks.

3. The Ministry of Internal Affairs shall ensure that its liaison officer has speedy and,
where technically feasible, direct access to the national databases necessary for the
fulfilment of the tasks of the liaison officer.

4. In the performance of the duties, the liaison officer shall comply with Europol's
internal rules whilst being subject to national law. In particular, the liaison officer is
expected to act in conformity with the principles of the Europol Code of Conduct and
shall comply with the applicable Europol rules on safety and security in the Europol
premises, including the Europol Security Rules and the rules on fire safety and on
evacuation procedures.

5. The liaison officer shall process personal data in accordance with their national or
institutional legislation on data protection, as well as Europol’s data protection rules
where applicable.

6. The liaison officer shall keep Europol informed of their working hours and contact
details in cases of emergency. The liaison officer shall also inform Europol of any
extended unavailability preventing the fulfiiment of their tasks.

Article 7
Contact point

Each Party shall designate a contact point for any matters related to the practical
implementation of this Agreement.

Article 8
Liability and disputes

1. The Ministry of Internal Affairs shall be liable for any damages caused by the liaison
officer to Europol’'s property. Any such damages will be promptly repaid by the
Ministry of Internal Affairs, on the basis of a duly substantiated request by Europol. In
case of disagreement concerning a repayment, Article 20 of the Arrangement shall
apply.

2. Disputes which may emerge in connection with the interpretation or application of the
present Agreement shall be settled by means of consultations and negotiations
between representatives of the Parties.

3. In cases of conflict between the Parties, or between the liaison officer and Europol,
the Executive Director of Europol shall adopt appropriate measures, including the
possibility to prohibit access to Europol's headquarters by the liaison officer, or to
grant such access only under particular conditions or restrictions.

4. Where there is a serious conflict between Europol and the liaison officer, the
Executive Director of Europol may submit a request to the Ministry of Internal Affairs
for their replacement.



Article 9
Amendments

Amendments may be introduced to the present Agreement by mutual consent of the
Parties, which shall be formed as a separate document. The documents formed thereby
shall constitute an integral part of the present Agreement and enter inte force in
accordance with Article 11 of this Agreement.

Article 10
Termination

1. This Agreement may be terminated in writing by either Party with three months’
notice.

2. Without prejudice to paragraph 1, the legal effects of this Agreement shall remain in
force.

Article 11
Entry into force

This Agreement shall enter into force on the date of the written notification of Armema of
the completion of all internal procedures necessary for the entry into force of this
Agreement, sent through dipilomatic channels.

Done at Yerevan on 27 June 2023, in duplicate in the Armenian and English languages,
each text being equally authentic.
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For the Ministry of Ipt’érna[ Affairs of the For Europol
Republic of Armenija |
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“Catherine De Bolle

Minister of Internal Affairs Executive Director
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